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Hard Love 

As we approach the celebration of Valentine’s Day, it would be beneficial for us to 
remember what the day was originally celebrated for: St. Valentine. Very little is 
known for certain about St. Valentine except that he was a martyr for the faith. How-
ever, there are several legends surrounding him. Whether or not the legends are true, 
the lessons we can glean from them are instructive for us Christians. I want to high-
light two legends and show how they have a common theme. 

The first story occurred during Valentine’s trial. The judge or a prison guard 
(depending on the account) heard Valentine’s proclamation of the Gospel and believed 
it for himself. The judge/guard had a blind daughter that he begged Valentine to heal. 
In some accounts, Valentine miraculously healed the girl by a prayer to God. In other 
accounts, Valentine used ointment to help cure the girl over several months. The les-
son learned from this story is that Valentine truly cared for and loved the judge/guard 
and his daughter. Because of Valentine’s love, care, and intercession for the judge/
guard and his daughter, God in His mercy and by His grace alone healed the girl’s ail-
ment.  

The second story is that Valentine was arrested for illegally officiating marriages for 
Roman soldiers. The Roman Emperor had banned his soldiers from marrying, thinking 
that it made them weak, enticing them to abandon their duties as soldiers to stay with 
their wives. Valentine, though, as a priest still encouraged soldiers to get married since 
marriage was a gift from God. The lesson learned from this story is that Valentine 
cared for and loved the soldiers who desired a God-pleasing marriage. Through Valen-
tine, God brought about many marriages that would have otherwise been prevented. 

In both of these stories, Valentine demonstrated a particular type of love that our cul-
ture has lost. The secular Valentine’s Day celebrations promote romantic gestures, 
sappy love notes, and gift-giving. While none of these are wrong in and of themselves, 
they can also be shallow and are relatively easy to do. St. Valentine, however, is an 
example of hard love. Valentine cared for God’s people enough that he did the hard 
things of confessing the truth that would cost him his life, and by opposing the secular 
law which opposed the truth of the Gospel. First and foremost, he always preached 
Christ crucified. Second, he cared for God’s people in the ways they needed, even if 
they weren’t easy.  

So, as you celebrate Valentine’s Day, don’t only do the easy things – the love notes, 
romantic gestures, and gifts. Look at the people in your life and see what they actually 
need. Begin your day with prayer: give thanks to God for the family and friends in 
your life and pray that they would be sustained in the true faith until life everlasting. 
Then, show your love for them by doing something they need. 

Love never promised to be easy. Love wants what is best for those around you. For 
this Valentine’s Day, remember St. Valentine’s example and do something for the 
ones you love that they need, not what you want or what is easy. In this way, you will 
be an example of Christ to them because He did what we needed, not what was easy. 

Your servant in Christ, 

Vicar Mars 

 

 

Serving Christ & 
Serving You: 

Pastor 
Rev. Wes Hromowyk 

Please use Pastor’s Cell phone 
to contact him; do not leave a  

message on his office phone. 

 

Secretary 

NEW Office Hours are: 
Tuesday work from home 
Wednesday & Thursday 
9:00AM - 3:00PM 
 

Please call the office  
before stopping in, to 
make sure someone is in 
the office. 

Office: (614) 444-3456 

Email: 
office@zionlcms.org 

Website: 
www.zionlcms.org 

 

 

 

 



Thank you to our Altar Guild 
members serving  
for the month of February. 

Sunday, February 8, 2026, 8:00 & 10:30 AM;  

Setting 4 with Holy Communion 

Sexagesima 
Sermon: Vicar Mars 

Lessons: 
Isaiah 55:10-13; Hebrews 4:9-13; Luke 8:4-15 

Hymns: 
589 - “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens” 
586 - “Preach You the Word” 
956 - “Create in Me” 
Distribution Hymns:  

636 - “Soul, Adorn yourself with Gladness” 
577 - “Almighty God, Your Word is Cast” 
748 - “I Am But a Stranger Here” 

921 - “On What Has Now Been Sown” 

Sunday, February 1, 2026, 8:00 & 10:30 AM;  

Setting 4 with Holy Communion 

Septuagesima 
Sermon: Pastor Hromowyk 

Lessons: 
Exodus 17:1-7; 1 Corinthians 9:24 --10:5; Matthew 20:1-16 

Hymns: 
790 - “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
555 - “Salvation Unto Us Has Come”  
956 - “Create in Me”  
Distribution Hymns:  

618 - “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” 
761 - “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 
566 - “By Grace I’m Saved, Grace Free and Boundless” 
523 - “O Word of God Incarnate” 

826 - “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying” 

Sunday, February 15, 2026, 8:00 & 10:30 AM;  
Setting 4 with Holy Communion 
Quinquagesima 

Sermon: Pastor Hromowyk 

Lessons: 1 Samuel 16:1-13, 1 Corinthians 13:1-13, Luke 18:31-43 

Hymns: 
545 - “Word of God, Come Down on Earth” 
849 - “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 
956 - “Create in Me” 
Distribution Hymns:  

622 - “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” 
744 - “Amazing Grace” 
841 - “O Son of God, in Galilee” 
421 - “Jesus Grant That Balm and Healing” 

660 - “Stand up, Stand up for Jesus” 
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Sunday, February 22, 2026, 8:00 & 10:30 AM;  
Setting 3 with Holy Communion 

First Sunday in Lent (Invocabit) 
Sermon: Pastor Hromowyk 

Lessons: Gen. 3:1-21; Heb. 4:14-16; Matt. 4:1-11 

Hymns: 
424 - “O Christ, You Walked the Road” 
656 - “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
Distribution Hymns: 

627 - “Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior” 
561 - “The Tree of Life” 
544 - “O Love, How Deep” 
718 - “Jesus, Lead Thou on” 

655 - “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 

Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026; Setting 3 
Services at 11:00 AM & 7:00 PM 
with Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes 

Sermon: Pastor Hromowyk 

Hymns: 
418 - “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” 
Corporate Confession & Absolution p. 290-291 
607 - “From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee” 
Distribution Hymns: 

608 - “Lord, to you I Make Confession” 
437 - “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” 
610 - “Lord Jesus, Think of Me” 

614 - “’As Surely as I Live,’ God Said” 

There will be Lockdown Training 

on March 15 after second service! 

Thank you to all involved in keeping us safe! 

Wednesday, February 25, 2026; 

Mid-Week Lenten Services - Lent 1 

11:00 AM (Matins Service) 

7:00 PM (Evening Prayer Service) 

Sermon: Vicar Mars 

Hymns: 

433 - “Glory Be To Jesus” 
945 - “Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved” 
425 - “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 



Sunday School Classes 
In assigned classrooms 9:30 AM  

for children ages three through high school,  
every Sunday. 

Adult Bible Class 
In the Fellowship Hall; 9:30 AM 

Sundays, February 1, 8, 15 & 22 

Beverage and Pastry Note:  
The Board of Parish Activities provides Coffee, Tea, Hot Chocolate, Ice Wa-
ter and Doughnuts during the Adult Bible Class, in the Fellowship Hall down-
stairs. We’d love to have you join us each Sunday morning. 

Sunday School Mission Offerings 

The First Quarter Mission Offerings are going to: 

Lutheran Herritage Foundation 

Sunday, December 28 
Worship - 157 
Holy Communion - 126 

Sunday School - 78 

Wednesday, December 31 
Compline - 29 

Sunday, January 4 
Worship - 189 
Holy Communion - 149 

Sunday School - 101 

Wednesday, January 7 
Worship - 33 

Holy Communion - 29 

Sunday, January 11 
Worship - 164 
Holy Communion - 138 

Sunday School - 98 

Wednesday, January 14 
Compline - 24 

Sunday, January 18 
Worship - 189 
Holy Communion - 157 

Sunday School - 106 

Wednesday, January 21 
Compline - 19 

Sunday, January 25 
Services Suspended until 28th. 

Wednesday, January 28 
Worship - 75 
Holy Communion - 57 

Sunday School - 0 

Worship   Those sick and suffering 

 Those Who have lost loved ones 

 Those serving in the military 

 Our shut ins 

 Expectant Parents 

 Parents of newborn babies 

 
   If you would like to submit a prayer request:  
 Contact the church office via e-mail  
    at office@zionlcms.org or phone at (614)444-3456. 
 
  *Please offer prayers for both the expectant parents and their babies. 

  *Please use this prayer list in your daily prayers. 
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The First Wednesday Service, beginning at 7:00 PM, 
will be Divine Service; Setting Three, with Holy Com-
munion. The second Wednesday will be Compline, be-
ginning at 7:00 PM. There is a Bible Study following the 
first and second Wednesday Services, in the Family 
Room. Private Confession & Absolution are available 
from 6:15-6:45 PM, in Pastor Hromowyk’s Office. *The 
third Wednesday of February will be Ash Wednesday; 
Divine Service with Holy Communion and Imposition of 
Ashes at 11:00AM & 7:00PM. The fourth Wednesday 
we’ll have Midweek Lenten Services at 11:00AM & 
7:00PM. 

PLEASE BE A GREETER Welcome your church family & guests. 
Just call or email the office and we’ll help you find the right date & 
time that works for you. Thank you so much for volunteering your 
time in this way. You are very much appreciated! 
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Please consider serving those less fortunate by giving a 
few hours of your time. 

Zion’s shift is the FOURTH WEDNESDAY 
of each month, from 12:30-4:00pm. 

LSS Food Pantry 
1460 South Champion Ave. 

Columbus, OH  43206 

 

 Volunteer Parking is located in the lot on Frebis across 
from the pantry. Please enter through the door marked 
"Volunteers enter here" located on Frebis Ave.  

elders@zionlcms.org 
lcmsu@zionlcms.org 

evangelism@zionlcms.org 
pastorh@zionlcms.org 

stewardship@zionlcms.org 
treas@zionlcms.org 

trustees@zionlcms.org 
sssuper@zionlcms.org 

activities@zionlcms.org 
churchofficers@zionlcms.org 

education@zionlcms.org 

These are email addresses for the  
different officers and committees at 
Zion. If you need to reach them, send 
them an email and it will be forward-
ed to each member of that group. 

   

If you have to miss the Sunday service, 
please watch the recorded service on Zion’s 

YouTube channel at  

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church Columbus Ohio - YouTube  

Special Voters’ Meeting  
Sunday Feb. 8, at 9:15am  

(Between Services) 
in the Fellowship Hall 
All members of Zion are  

welcome to attend. 

The Music of our upcoming Lenten season of-
fers a wide variety of blessed music within our 
parish, and YOU are invited to join your friends 
up in the Loft, to sing with Cantores Domini, our 
choir. Work has already started on the glorious 
work of HANDEL: "Worthy Is the Lamb Who 
was Slain" - the conclusion of the oratorio 
"Messiah" -- to be presented on Resurrection 

Sunday.  Rehearsal starts early to give plenty of time for any singer wishing 
to learn their part. COME join us Thursdays at 7:30,and be blessed.  

Please sign up to pro-
vide Altar Flowers in 

2026 
The Flower Chart is on the bul-
letin board by the church office. 
The price is $36.00 for both 
vases or $18.00 for one. You 
will receive an envelope in your 
church mailbox marked with 
your name, the amount due, 
and the date the flowers will be 
on the Altar. Please use that 
envelope to make your pay-
ment and place it in the offering 
plate.  

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=6461895c87b32e18JmltdHM9MTcwMDc4NDAwMCZpZ3VpZD0xYmZjZjgzNC00ZDY5LTYyNDUtMWFiMS1mNTNjNGNjMTYzZTgmaW5zaWQ9NTE5Nw&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=1bfcf834-4d69-6245-1ab1-f53c4cc163e8&psq=zion+lutheran+church+columbus+youtube&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly
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                                          CAN TABS FOR GOOD   

to all of our members who have been saving can 

rings for the Ronald McDonald House. 

Zion members saved a very large number of rings 

before Christmas and then again after Christmas!  The people at 

the Ronald McDonald House are always grateful for our contribu-

tions.  This small gift from us helps pay for the electricity used at 

the Ronald McDonald House.  Parents of ill children stay at this 

house while their children are undergoing treatment.  Our Chris-

tian love is shown in many ways!  Thanks again! 

From the Board of Evangelism:  Plans are being made 
to gather donations from January 11 - February 15, 
2026 and send “We Care” packages to our college 
students and members serving in the military.      
Members of Zion are asked to donate requested 
items. A sign with tear-off tabs is posted on a car-
ton, found in the narthex by the front doors and 
marked “For Military & College Students”. Items 
may be placed there. Thank you for helping us with 

LCMS-U Bible study meets Mondays, at 6:00PM at OSU 
All who attend OSU or surrounding universities are welcome to join.   

Plan to meet at the Cresco Room in Houston House 
for Bible study and fellowship.  

Please contact Vicar Mars with any questions. 
Cell Phone 308-241-1614 • E-mail Nathaniel.mars@ctsfw.edu 

Keep an eye out for planned activities and meals! 

Sunday School Christmas 
Program 

 
 

 
 

Thank you to all those who helped bring this wonderful program together, for all the time spent and 
dedication to making this a program something we could all enjoy this Christmas and Epiphany sea-
son! You are all such a blessing, as are the children, who are such a bright light in this congregation 
and so talented. Their music was such a wonderful blessing! 

& 
Lessons  
               Carols 
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NEW ADDITIONS!!     ZION'S CHURCH LIBRARY     NEW ADDITIONS!! 
 

RELIGIOUS REFERENCE 

The Daily Exercise of Piety by Johann Gerhard 

LUTHER 

The Small Catechism Enchiridion 

CHILDRENS 

God Makes Me His Child in Baptism Story by Janet Wittenback 

VCR 

The Christmas Story Keepers from Family Home Entertainment 

DVD 

Joseph King Of Dreams  includes The Prince of Egypt produced by DreamWorks 

 

LIFE SUNDAY 2026 – Life Sunday was celebrated on 
January 11, the Baptism of our Lord. To celebrate the 
life we have in Christ and the sanctity of every human 
life we served cake during the Sunday School hour as 
well as having multiple life handouts for our members 
to take. As we celebrated the Baptism of our Lord we 
also recognized those who were baptized in 2025 by 

presenting them with a baptism Christmon with their name and date of baptism 
on the back. The Sunday School children were given a LIFE activity sheet as well 
as a flower to give to their moms in thanksgiving for the life that they gave them. 

 

Life Quotes – “You are the light of the 
world” (Matthew 5:14). God’s people 
do wonderful things before the world: 
march for life, support local pregnan-
cy resource centers, speak up on be-
half of the unborn and vulnerable. 
However, we must always remember 
that we are to shine our light before 
men, not to earn favor with men or with God. 
Such self-serving works “will not make your 
voice be heard on high” (Isaiah 58:4). In-
stead, knowing Christ crucified and having the 
mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:2, 16), we let 
our light shine before men to give glory to 
God (Matthew 5:16), that all might have life 
now and forever. 



Zion Newsletter                Page 8 

BOARD OF PARISH ACTIVITIES—UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 

 

 

 

Are You Ready??  It’s Almost Time for …...TRIVIA Night!! 

Looking to have a fun evening of fellowship with other Zion members?  Please plan 

to join our Trivia Emcees for an evening of trivia.  This is a fun night for everyone; 

young and old, singles, couples, or families are all invited to join in Trivia Night on 

Friday, February 20th, at 6:00 PM, in the Fellowship Hall. Teams of up to six 

players will answer as many questions correctly as possible; there are 10 questions 

in 10 categories.  You may have a team of six ready to go, or you may come indi-

vidually and be assigned a team that evening.  Plan to bring appetizers and snacks 

to share.  Drinks will be furnished by the Board of Parish Activities.  Plan to have 

FUN! 

 

     Lent Soup Suppers –  

Wednesdays, February 25th, March 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th 

       6:00-6:45 PM, in the Fellowship Hall 

Sign-up sheets will be available early-February. 
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Save the Date for 
the Spring  

Musicians Banquet 

It is time to order Easter flowers to  
beautify our chancel on Easter Sunday. 

Be sure to fill out an order form, found in 
the bulletin, before the deadline. 

 

Easter Flowers Order Deadline: 
Will be March 1, 2026 

 

At NOON 



Hear “The Lutheran Hour” on Sundays at various stations and times. 

Station   City  Freq Band Day Time 

WHKW  Cleveland 1220 AM Sun.   8:00 AM 

WLW  Cincinnati 700 AM Sun.   7:00 AM 

WTAM   Cleveland 1100 AM Sun.   6:30 AM 

WFCO   Lancaster 90.9 FM Sun.   8:30 PM 

WHIZ   Zanesville 102.5   FM Sun.       8:00 AM 

 WHIZ                         Zanesville 1240    AM      Sun.       8:00 AM 

Website at www.lhm.org. The broadcast is also podcast.  For more information go to 
http://www.lhm.org/podcasts 

 Sunday, February 1 - "Rotten Tomatoes" (1 Corinthians 1: 30-31 )  

 Sunday, February 8 - "Type C" (1 Corinthians 2:12 ) 

 Sunday, February 15 - "Up and Down the Mountain" (Matthew 17:1-9 ) 

  Sunday, February 22 - "As Through Fire" (1 Corinthians 3:13) 
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Together in God’s Word:  
 

 

Listed below are  
an Old Testament and a  
New Testament reading  

for each day of the week,  
for the month of  
FEBRUARY  

Join with your family of faith  
in this daily time with God. 

 
 
 
 
 
Septuagesima   Zech. 11:4-17; 2 Timothy 4:1-18 
02 Feb.     Zech. 12:1--13:9; Titus 1:1--2:6 
03 Feb.     Zech. 14:1-21; Titus 2:7--3:15 
04 Feb.     Job 1:1-22; John 1:1-18 
05 Feb.     Job 2:1--3:10; John 1:19-34 
06 Feb.   Job 3:11-26; John 1:35-51 
07 Feb.   Job 4:1-21; John 2:1-12 
Sexagesima   Job 5:1-27; John 2:13-25 
09 Feb.   Job 6:1-13; John 3:1-21 
10 Feb.   Job 6:14-30; John 3:22--4:6 
11 Feb.   Job 7:1-21; John 4:7-26 
12 Feb.   Job 8:1-22; John 4:27-45 
13 Feb.  Job 9:1-35; John 4:46-54 
14 Feb.   Job 10:1-22; John 5:1-18 

 
Quinquagesima  Job 11:1-20; John 5:19-29 
16 Feb.   Job 12:1-6 & 12-25; John 5:30-47 
17 Feb.   Job 13:1-12; John 6:1-21 
Ash Wednesday Job 13:13-28; John 6:22-40 
19 Feb.  Job 14:1-22; John 6:41-59 
20 Feb. Job 15:1-23 & 30-35; John 6:60-71 
21 Feb.  Job 16:1-22; John 7:1-13 
First Sunday in Lent          Job 17:1-16; John 7:14-31 
23 Feb. Job 18:1-21; John 7:32-53 
24 Feb. Job 19:1-12 & 21-27; John 8:1-20 
25 Feb. Job 20:1-23 & 29; John 8:21-38 
26 Feb. Job 21:1-21; John 8:39-59 
27 Feb. Job 30:16-31; John 9:1-23 
28 Feb. Job 31:1-12 & 33-40; John 9:24-41 

Content from Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book copyright © 
2006 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Unless 
otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV Bi-
ble® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 
2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. All rights reserved. 

https://www.cph.org/p-102-lutheran-service-book-altar-book.aspx




EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
MISSOURI SYNOD 
766 South High Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43206 
“German Village” Area 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

“The Lord is great in Zion; and He is high above all 

the people." 
Psalm 99:2 

WE CARE PACKAGES DUE 

Sunday, February 15 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

February 20  
in the Fellowship Hall 

Starts at 6:00 PM 

COMING SOON 

Lent Soup Suppers   

Wednesdays, February 25, &  

March 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th, 

6:00-6:45 PM. 

Coming Lenten Season 
Worship Services 

Ash Wednesday Services  

February 18th 
11:00AM & 7:00 PM 

with Holy Communion &  
Imposition of Ashes 

  
Lenten Worship Services 

February 25th, &  

March 4, 11, 18 & 25 

11:00AM Matins 

& 7:00 PM Evening Prayer  


