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Christ’s Descent into Hell 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into Hell. The third day, 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. (LSB, back cover). 

The 2nd Article of the Apostles Creed briefly summarizes Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and 

ascension. While Jesus’ life is clearly described in the narrative of the Four Gospels, the sentence “He 

descended into Hell” is unique. The Gospels simply tell us nothing of what Jesus did between His death 

on Good Friday and His resurrection on Easter morning. This one sentence in the Creed is primarily based 

on 1 Peter 3:18–20a: “For Christ also suffered, once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that He 

might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the Spirit, in which He went and 

proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they formerly did not obey…” 

Because Scripture has so little to say about Christ’s descent into Hell, various controversies and 

false ideas arose over time. In order to refute such ideas, this is what we can confidently say based on 1 

Peter 3:18–20. 

1. Christ descended into Hell as both man and God. Peter clearly teaches that Jesus descended 

into Hell after He had been made alive by the Spirit. Although the descent into Hell was supernatural, Jesus 

did not descend into Hell only as God. We confess that after the Incarnation, Jesus’ divinity and humanity 

cannot be separated even by death: “Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one 

Christ” (Athanasian Creed: 32). Therefore, Jesus descended into Hell as the God-man, both natures uni-
fied in one person. 

2. Christ did not descend into Hell to suffer. 1 Peter 3:18 says, “For Christ also suffered, once 

for sins.” Jesus’ suffering for the sins of the world was completed upon the cross, as He Himself said, “It is 

finished” (John 19:30). 

3. Christ descended into Hell to proclaim His victory. He proclaimed His defeat of sin, death, 

and the Devil by invading their realm. Therefore, by His descent, Christ demonstrated once and for all that 

Christians no longer fear death since He has conquered it. 

4. The descent into Hell is part of Christ’s exaltation, not His humiliation. Christ’s humiliation is 

the time when Jesus did not use His full divine power from His Incarnation until His death. Jesus’ exaltation 

began after His death when he fully used His divine power, beginning with His descent into Hell and con-

tinuing forever. Christ used His divine power to descend into Hell to proclaim victory, and after the resur-

rection, he continued to make full use of His divine power, shown most clearly in His Ascension. 

5. Christ did not descend into Hell to rescue the Old Testament saints (sometimes called the 

Harrowing of Hell). This idea contradicts God’s promise to the patriarchs. All the Old Testament saints 

were saved by their faith in the coming Messiah just as we are saved by our faith in Jesus the Messiah who 

came and will come again. Both Enoch (Gen. 5:21–24) and Elijah (2 Kgs. 2:1–14) were raised to Heaven 

without dying, demonstrating God’s promise to save His people. 

6. Christ did not descend into Hell to proclaim the Gospel to unbelievers and save them from 

Hell. Similar to the Old Testament saints, the people who lived before Christ’s life and death heard the 

Gospel of the coming Messiah through the nation of Israel and the books of the Old Testament. Those 

who rejected the promise were condemned to Hell because of their unbelief. Jesus’ descent into Hell was 

a proclamation of His victory over His enemies, not a second chance for unbelievers to be saved. 

 1 Peter 3 is the clearest passage addressing Christ’s descent into Hell, but Psalm 16:10 is also 

cited in defense of this doctrine: “For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see 

corruption.” The apostle Peter cited this verse as a defense of Christ’s resurrection in Acts 2:27, explain-

ing that “it was not possible for [Jesus] to be held by [death]” (Acts 2:24). In his Torgau Sermon of 1533 

(cited by The Formula of Concord, Article IX), Martin Luther argued that Psalm 16 and Acts 2 both teach 

that Jesus, the Holy One of God, descended into Hell to defeat the power of sin, death, and the Devil. In 

the same sermon, he explained how this doctrine can only be understood by faith based on the passages 

listed above and that we should not try to use reason to explain how Jesus did this. He openly admitted 

that there are things we will not understand about this doctrine:     Continued on the bottom of page 7 

Serving Christ & 
Serving You: 

Pastor 
Rev. Wes Hromowyk 

Please use Pastor’s Cell phone 
to contact him. Do not leave a  

message on his office phone. 

 

Secretary 

Office Hours are: 
Tuesday work from home 
Wednesday & Thursday 
9:00AM - 3:00PM 
 

Please be sure to call the 
office before stopping in, 
to make sure someone is 
in the office. 

Office:  
(614) 444-3456 

Email: 
office@zionlcms.org 

Website: 
www.zionlcms.org 



Thank you to our Altar Guild 
members serving  
for the month of APRIL. 

Thursday, April 2, 2026 

Maundy Thursday Services 
  11:00 AM & 7:00 PM, w/Holy Communion 
Sermon: Pastor Hromowyk 
Hymns: 
634 - “The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord” 
622 - “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” 

Distribution Hymns: 
618 - “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” 

637 - “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” 

887 - “Now the Light Has Gone Away” 

436 - “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 
                      (vs. 1-3 only - v. 3 a capella) 

Good Friday, April 3, 2026;  
NO SERMON 

11:00 AM  Chief Service &  

7:00 PM Tenebrae Service;   

  From Gethsemane to Calvary 
 
11:00 AM Chief Service 

Opening Hymn 454 “Sing, My Tongue the Glorious Battle”  
                                                                       (v. 1-4)  

John’s Passion 
John 18:1-11 (Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus)   Hymn 436 “Go to Dark Gethsemane” (v. 1) 
John 18:12-27 (Jesus before High Priest and Denial of Peter) Hymn 436 “Go to Dark Gethsemane” (v. 2) 
John 18:28-40 (Jesus before Pilate)    Hymn 439 “O Dearest Jesus” (v. 1-5) 
John 19:1-16a (Jesus Prepared for Crucifixion)   Hymn 438 “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” (v. 1-3) 
John 19:16b-24 (The Crucifixion of Jesus)    Hymn 450 “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (v. 1-3, 7) 
John 19:25-30 (Jesus’ Mother and His Death)   Hymn 453 “Upon the Cross Extended” (v. 1 & 4) 
John 19:31-42 (Jesus Side is Pierced)    Hymn 450 “O Darkest Woe” (v. 1-3) 

Reproaches 
   from Micah 6:3-4  Hymn 434 “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” (v. 1) 
   from Jeremiah 2:6-7  Hymn 451 “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” (v. 4) 
   from Isaiah 5:2-4  Hymn 452 “O Perfect Life of Love” (v. 5) 

 

7:00 PM Tenebrae (“Darkness Service”): From Gethsemane to Calvary 
No Opening or Closing Hymns 
John’s Passion 
John 18:1-11 (Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus)   Hymn 436 “Go to Dark Gethsemane” (v. 1) 
John 18:12-27 (Jesus before High Priest and Denial of Peter) Hymn 436 “Go to Dark Gethsemane” (v. 2) 
John 18:28-40 (Jesus before Pilate)    Hymn 439 “O Dearest Jesus” (v. 1-5) 
John 19:1-16a (Jesus Prepared for Crucifixion)   Hymn 438 “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” (v. 1-3) 
John 19:16b-24 (The Crucifixion of Jesus)    Hymn 450 “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (v. 1-3, 7) 
John 19:25-30 (Jesus’ Mother and His Death)   Hymn 453 “Upon the Cross Extended” (v. 1 & 4) 
John 19:31-42 (Jesus Side is Pierced)    Hymn 450 “O Darkest Woe” (v. 1-3) 

Monday of Holy Week, March 30, at7:00PM - Compline Service  
Tuesday of Holy Week, March 31, at 7:00PM - Compline Service  
Wednesday of Holy Week, April 1, at 7:00PM - Compline Service  
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Sunday, April 5, 2026; 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
Setting 3 with Holy Communion 

Easter 1 - Resurrection of Our Lord 

Sermon: Pastor Hromowyk 

Lessons: Job 19:23-27; 1 Corinthians 15:51-57; John 20:1-18 
Hymns: 
457 - “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 

Alleluias and Gospel Procession Verse:  

488 - “He is Arisen! Glorious Word” 

461 - “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” 

470 - “O Sons and Daughters of the King” (vs. 1 & 9) 
Distribution Hymns:  

478 - “The Day of Resurrection” 

467 - “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness” 

463 - “Christ the Lord is Risen Today: Alleluia!” (Easter Monday) 

490 - “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won” (Easter Tuesday) 

485 - “Long Before the World Is Waking” (Easter Wednesday) 

465 - “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 

Sunday, April 19, 2026; Setting 3 with Holy Communion 

Easter 3 - Misericordias Domini   
Sermon: Pastor Hromowyk 

Lessons: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 1 Peter 2:21-25, John 10:11-16 

Hymns: 
475 - “Good Christian friends, Rejoice and Sing”  

Alleluias and Gospel Procession Verse: 
     488 - “He is Arisen! Glorious Word” 

709 - “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 

Distribution Hymns:  

618 - “I Come, Oh Savior, to Thy Table” 

490 - “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won” 

155 - “This is the Feast” (Setting 1) 

617 - “Oh Lord, We Praise Thee” 

710 - “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll not Want” 

Organist:  Karen Pannell 

Ushers: 8:00 
 

10:30 

Ted Tobler, Jeff Gerken 
(sub. John Hoff) 
Chauncey Dixon, John Lively 
(sub. Ben Schilling) 

Communion 
Assistants: 

8:00 
10:30 

Dave Palmer, Jay Bettin 
Sam Houdeshell, Neil Palmer 

Acolytes: 8:00 
10:30  

TBD 
TBD 

Greeters: 8:00 
10:30 

Josh, Selma and Cindy Thompson 
Caroline Mugge 

Sunday, April 12, 2026; 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
Setting 3 with Holy Communion 

Easter 2 - Quasimodo Geniti 
Sermon: Pastor Hromowyk 

Lessons: Ezekiel 37:1-14; 1 John 5:4-10; John 20:19-31 

Hymns: 

472 - “These Things Did Thomas Count as Real” 

Alleluias and Gospel Procession Verse:  

488 - “He is Arisen! Glorious Word” 

470 - “O Sons and Daughters of the King” 

Distribution Hymns:  

155 - “This is the Feast” (Setting 1) 

633 - “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 

477 - “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” 

469 - “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 

478 - “The Day of Resurrection” 
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Sunday, April 26, 2026; Setting 3 with Holy Communion 

Easter 4- Jubilate 

Sermon: Vicar Mars 
Lessons: Isaiah 40:25-31; 1 Peter 2:11-20; John 16:16-22 

Hymns: 
480 - “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” 

Alleluias and Gospel Procession Verse: 
     488 - “He is Arisen! Glorious Word” 

483 - “With High Delight Let Us Unite”  

Distribution Hymns:  

155 - “This Is the Feast” 

636 - “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” 

474 - “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” 

467 - “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness” 

                                          CAN TABS FOR GOOD   

to all of our members who have been saving can 

rings for the Ronald McDonald House. 

Zion members saved a very large number of rings 

before Christmas and then again after Christmas!  The people at 

the Ronald McDonald House are always grateful for our contribu-

tions.  This small gift from us helps pay for the electricity used at 

the Ronald McDonald House.  Parents of ill children stay at this 

house while their children are undergoing treatment.  Our Chris-

tian love is shown in many ways!  Thanks again! 

LCMS-U Bible study meets Mondays, at 6:00PM at OSU 
All who attend OSU or surrounding universities are welcome to join.   

Plan to meet at the Cresco Room in Houston House 
for Bible study and fellowship.  

Please contact Vicar Mars with any questions. 
Cell Phone 308-241-1614 • E-mail Nathaniel.mars@ctsfw.edu 

Keep an eye out for planned activities and meals! 

Please sign up to provide Altar Flowers in 2026 
Please consider purchasing Altar Flowers that grace the altar each 
Sunday. The Flower Chart is outside the church office on the     
bulletin board. The price is $36 for both vases or $18 for one. An 
envelope with your name, the amount due and the date the flowers 
will be on the altar will be in your church mailbox. Please use this 
envelope for your payment and place it in the offering plate. Thank 
you! You and all you do for Zion and your church family are appre-
ciated. 

Many Thanks!!! 
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Sunday School Mission Offerings 

The Second Quarter Mission Offerings will go to: 

The Voice of Martyrs 

Wednesday, February 25 
Matins - 26  

Evening Prayer– 81 

Sunday, March 1 
Worship - 190 
Holy Communion - 160 

Sunday School - 91 

Wednesday, March 4 
Matins - 27  

Evening Prayer– 78 

Sunday, March 8 
Worship - 189 
Holy Communion - 164 

Sunday School - 100 

Wednesday, March 11 
Matins - 22 

Evening Prayer– 75 

Sunday, March 15 
Worship - 190 
Holy Communion - 154 

Sunday School - 101 

Wednesday, March 18 
Matins - 16 

Evening Prayer– 85 

Sunday, March 22 
Worship - 208 
Holy Communion - 166 

Sunday School - 101 

Worship  

All Wednesday services 
in April will be Compline, 
beginning at 7:00 PM. 
Private Confession & Ab-
solution are available 
from 6:15-6:45 PM in 
Pastor Hromowyk’s Of-
fice all Wednesdays ex-
cept April 1st (Holy 
Wednesday).  There is a 

Bible Study  following the Services, in the Family Room except April 1st 
(Holy Wednesday).   

Sunday School Classes 
In assigned classrooms 9:30 AM  

for children ages three through high school, eve-
ry Sunday. 

Adult Bible Class 
In the Fellowship Hall; 9:30 AM 

Sundays, April 12, 19 & 26 

Beverage and Pastry Note:  
The Board of Parish Activities provides Coffee, Tea, Hot Chocolate, Ice 
Water and Doughnuts during the Adult Bible Class, in the Fellowship 
Hall downstairs. We’d love to have you join us each Sunday morning. 

 Those sick and suffering:  
 Those Who have lost loved ones:  
 Those serving in the military:  

 Our shut ins:  

 Expectant Parents:  

 Parents of newborn babies:  

 
   If you would like to submit a prayer request: Contact the church 
office via e-mail  
   at office@zionlcms.org or phone at (614)444-3456. 
 
  *Please offer prayers for both the expectant parents and their babies. 

  *Please use this prayer list in your daily prayers. 
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Please consider serving those less fortunate  
by giving a few hours of your time. 

Zion’s shift is the FOURTH WEDNESDAY 
of each month, from 12:30-4:00pm. 

LSS Food Pantry 
1460 South Champion Ave. 

Columbus, OH  43206 

Volunteer Parking is located in the lot on Frebis 
across from the pantry. Please enter through the 
door marked "Volunteers enter here" located on 
Frebis Ave.  

elders@zionlcms.org 
lcmsu@zionlcms.org 
evangelism@zionlcms.org 
pastorh@zionlcms.org 
stewardship@zionlcms.org 
treas@zionlcms.org 
trustees@zionlcms.org 
sssuper@zionlcms.org 
activities@zionlcms.org 
churchofficers@zionlcms.org 
education@zionlcms.org 

These are email addresses for the  
different officers and committees at 
Zion. If you need to reach them, 
send them an email and it will be 
forwarded to each member of that 
group. 

GREETERS NEEDED -Welcome 
your church family and guests. 
Just call or email Paul Dinan and 
he’ll help you find a date and time 
that works for you. You can reach 

Paul by email at paul_dinan@yahoo.com or call 614-313-3922 
and he’ll get you on the schedule. Thank you so much for volun-
teering your time in this way. You are very much appreciated! 

SAVE THE DATE 
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PLEASE RSVP by April 11 so w
e know

 
how

 m
uch food to provide. 

 

Continued from Page 1 
 

“But how this may have happened that the man lay there in the grave and yet went to Hell, that we should and must leave unfathomed and not 

understood. For it certainly did not happen in a bodily or comprehensible way, although one must depict it and think of it crudely and in a bodily 

way…” (Luther, Weimar Edition, vol. 37). Luther argued that the main point Christians should take from Jesus’ descent into Hell is that our Savior 

defeated and crushed the power of sin, death, and the Devil. 

Thus, the descent into Hell is a doctrine of comfort to Christians. Not only did Jesus Christ conquer sin, death, and the Devil, but He 

even invaded their realm to proclaim this victory. We no longer fear these enemies. As one of our hymns describe: “Jesus has come! Now see 

bonds rent asunder! Fetters of death now dissolve, disappear. See Him burst through with a voice as of thunder! He sets us free from our guilt 

and our fear, lifts us from shame to the place of His honor. Jesus has come! Hear the roll of God’s thunder!” (LSB 533, stanza 2). 

Blessings to you as we celebrate Christ’s death, descent, and resurrection, 

Vicar Mars 
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Our Easter Breakfast is Sunday, April 5, 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM 

NO Sunday School; NO Adult Bible Class 

Hosted by Zion’s Board of Parish Activities 

We will begin serving (2 lines) promptly at 9:15 with the people who are al-

ready there (mostly people going to the 10:30 service). We will say the table 

prayer together and there will be a slide show for entertainment.  For those 

attending the 8:00 Service: After the Recessional Hymn, please make 

your way down to the Fellowship Hall (there will be NO Greeting Line), 

pick out your table and then get in one of the 2 serving lines! 

Hope to see everyone there as we have wonderful fellowship with our church 
family on this most blessed of days! He is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed, Alleluia! 

Mark Your Calendars  

8th Annual Cornhole Tournament 

Saturday, May 30 

10:00 AM—2:00 PM 
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WALK FOR LIFE WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY, 
APRIL 11, starting at 9:00 a.m., at St. John, Dublin’s 
SHELTER HOUSE. We will be walking about a mile to 
raise money for Word of Hope, a ministry of Lutherans for 
Life. After the Walk we will enjoy fellowship and a light 
brunch. If you cannot attend, you may donate by placing a 
check made out to “Lutherans for Life” and putting it in the 
blue Lutheran for Life envelopes. We hope you will join 
us!! 

Worship Anew is situated on the Concordia 
Seminary campus in Fort Wayne. Its mission is to 
share Christ’s love through ministry and media 
for aging adults seeking to live an abundant life 
in Christ. Feel free to check out all they provide 
at www.worshipanew.org. 

Life Team Bulletin Board – Please check out the 
Life Team Bulletin Board in the Fellowship Hall 
for Life news and information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No April Life Team meeting – There will be NO 
Life Team meeting in April as the Evangelism 
Board will present a speaker from the Fort Wayne 
seminary that evening. 

Life Quote 

“The cross that held Jesus’ body exposed all the sin, violence, and injustice of this world for 
what it is. At once, the cross revealed what kind of world we have and what kind of God we 
have: a world of gross unfairness but also a God of sacrificial love.” Rev. Gregory Seltz, Lu-
theran Center for Religious Liberty – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransfor-
life.org 



Hear “The Lutheran Hour” on Sundays at various stations and times. 

Station   City  Freq Band Day Time 

WHKW  Cleveland 1220 AM Sun.   8:00 AM 

WLW  Cincinnati 700 AM Sun.   7:00 AM 

WTAM   Cleveland 1100 AM Sun.   6:30 AM 

WFCO   Lancaster 90.9 FM Sun.   8:30 PM 

WHIZ   Zanesville 102.5   FM Sun.       8:00 AM 

 WHIZ                         Zanesville 1240    AM      Sun.       8:00 AM 

Website at www.lhm.org. The broadcast is also podcast.  For more information go to 
http://www.lhm.org/podcasts 

  

 Sunday, April 5 - "You Don’t Know What You Have Till It’s Gone" 1 Corinthians 15:26  

 Sunday, April 12 - "Early Adopters" 1 Corinthians 15:20  

 Sunday, April 19 - "Not in Vain" 1 Corinthians 15:50-58    

   

Zion Newsletter               Page 10 

Together in God’s Word:  

Listed below are  
an Old Testament and a  
New Testament reading  

for each day of the week,  
for the month of  

APRIL  

Join with your family of faith  
in this daily time with God. 

W  Exodus 10:21--11:10; Hebrews 4:1-16  

M Th  Exodus 12:1-28; Hebrews 5:1-14  

GF  Exodus 12:29-32; Hebrews 6:1-20  

S  Exodus 13:17--14:9; Hebrews 7:1-22  

Easter Sun. Exodus 14:10-31; Hebrews 7:23—8:13  

M  Exodus 15:1-18; Hebrews 9:1-28  

T  Exodus 15:19—16:12; Hebrews 10:1-18  

W  Exodus 16:13-35; Hebrews 10:19-39  

T  Exodus 17:1-16; Hebrews 11:1-29  

F  Exodus 18:5-27; Hebrews 12:1-24  

S  Exodus 19:1-25; Hebrews 13:1-21  

Easter 2. Exodus 20:1-24; Luke 4:1-15  

M  Exodus 22:20--23:13; Luke 4:16-30  

T  Exodus 23:14-33; Luke 4:31-44  

W  Exodus 24:1-18; Luke 5:1-16  

T  Exodus 25:1-22; Luke 5:17-39  

F  Exodus 31:1-18; Luke 6:1-19  

S  Exodus 32:1-14; Luke 6:20-38  

Easter 3 Exodus 32:15-35; Luke 6:39-49  

M  Exodus 33:1-23; Luke 7:1-17  

T  Exodus 34:1-28; Luke 7:18-35  

W  Exodus 34:29--35:21; Luke 7:36-50  

T  Exodus 38:21--39:8; Luke 8:1-21  

F  Exodus 39:32--40:16; Luke 8:22-39  

S  Exodus 40:17-38; Luke 8:40-56  

Easter 4 Lev. 8:1-13, 30-36; Luke 9:1-17  

M  Lev. 9:1-24; Luke 9:18-36  

T  Lev.10:1-20; Luke 9:37-62  

W  Lev. 16:1-24; Luke 10:1-22  

T  Lev. 17:1-16; Luke 10:23-42  

Content from Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book copyright © 2006 Concordia 
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture 
quotations are from the ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Ver-
sion®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. All rights reserved. 

https://www.cph.org/p-102-lutheran-service-book-altar-book.aspx




EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
MISSOURI SYNOD 
766 South High Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43206 
“German Village” Area 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

“The Lord is great in Zion; and He is high above all 

the people." 
Psalm 99:2 

 
APRIL HOLY WEEK SERVICES: 

Holy Wednesday - April 1     7:00 Compline Service  
Maundy Thursday - April 2     11:00 AM & 7:00 PM with Holy Communion 
Good Friday - April 3      11:00 AM Chief Service & 
          7:00 PM Tenebrae (“Darkness Service”) 

        From Gethsemane to Calvary 

Easter Sunday - April 5 
8:00 & 10:30 AM with Holy Communion  

Easter Breakfast - 9:15 - 10:00AM 

NO Sunday School • NO Adult Bible Class • NO Catechism Class 


