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Why Bad Things Seem to “Happen in Threes” 

 New geothermal system does not work and installers cannot seem to figure our 
what’s wrong. Septic aerator pump dies. Tax files get lost in an online portal – twice! Three 
frustrating things right in a row. When I was younger, I often heard the phrase repeated, 
“Bad things happen in threes”, as if there was some anti-trinitarian formula of wickedness 
that besets us from time to time. On the one hand, empirical evidence and experience 
demonstrates some truth to this; it does seem like “bad luck” occurs on a sequential string. 
On the other hand, there are plenty of times when just ONE bad thing happens, or worse, 
four or five in a row! In other words, as Christians we cannot and should not “keep score” 
assuming more evil is to follow after one or two things happen, or no more is to come for a 
time after three.  

 When I expressed my displeasure at what was happening at the Hromowyk house-
hold the week after Easter to Vicar Mars, he replied, “Why does everything seem to break in 
waves?” My response to Vicar was, “That’s the nature of war and we are always in a spiritu-
al battle!” The point of this month’s Newsletter Article is to flesh out his rhetorical question, 
and explain my response. 

 Spiritual warfare is a constant threat and reality, even though we are most often 
oblivious to it. “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Eph 6:12). When a physical conflict 
takes place, we experience it with our eyes, ears, and all our senses. Many times with spiritu-
al conflict, however, we are unaware. Some of the devil’s attacks are almost unnoticeable. 
Temptations to doubt the truth of God’s Word, for example, can be as subtle as what the old 
serpent said to Eve, “Did God actually say?...” (Gen 3:1). On the other hand, when things 
seem to “break in waves” to use the Vicar’s words, they are much more tangible. We feel the 
anxiety and stress to fix them as soon as possible. My septic tank, for example, is a ticking 
time bomb. Every minute the pump is not pumping is another minute when oxygen is not 
circulating in the water, killing the healthy bacteria that decompose waste. As noxious gases 
and waste increase, so does the likelihood of a total system failure – a huge expense. What 
does the Christian do when full of anxiety or stress? I’ll tell you what the sinful flesh does. It 
fears, love, and trusts in itself, time, money, etc., instead of the one true God. To cope with 
stress the sinful flesh is tempted to over eat (gluttony). It’s tempted to do nothing at all, 
which the avoidance of resolving a problem is the sin of acedia, often translated as 
“slothfulness.” I, for one, get very irritable and agitated when stressed out, so I often am 
plagued by wrath. I also try not to spend too much money to fix things, which is often a 
symptom of greed. In four sentences I just identified four of the seven deadly sins.  

The point is the devil uses these stressors to tempt us to “false belief, despair, and 
other great shame and vice” (Lord’s Prayer, 6th petition). This is spiritual warfare. The rea-
son why we often perceive “bad things happening in threes” is because just as when one side 
in a war attacks their enemy on different fronts at the same time, so also the devil often at-
tacks us the same way. If just my pump broke, for example, I could focus on this one thing, 
get it fixed, and get back to normal life. But when more than one thing is going on at a time, 
it’s like when a military unit gets attacked from the air, in front of them, and gets flanked on 
either side. Spiritually, this is the feeling of “being overwhelmed.” We all know this experi-
ence far too well. This is when the Christian is most susceptible to temptation.  

So what does the Christian do? First, we pray that the Lord would lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil (Lord’s Prayer). Second, we commend ourselves to God 
(Ps 31:5), asking for help to navigate the tumultuous seas, and trusting His holy angels to be 
with us that the evil foe have no power over us (Luther’s Morning and Evening Prayers).  

      Continued on bottom of page 8 

 

Serving Christ & 
Serving You: 

Pastor 
Rev. Wes Hromowyk 

Please use Pastor’s Cell phone 
to contact him. Do not leave a  

message on his office phone. 

 

Secretary 

Office Hours are: 
Tuesday work from home 
Wednesday & Thursday 
9:00AM - 3:00PM 
 

Please be sure to call the 
office before stopping in, 
to make sure someone is 
in the office. 

Office:  
(614) 444-3456 

Email: 
office@zionlcms.org 

Website: 
www.zionlcms.org 



Thank you to our Altar Guild 
members serving  
for the month of May 

Sunday, May 3, 2026; Setting 3 
with Holy Communion 

Easter 5- Cantate 

Sermon: Pastor Hromowyk 

Lessons:  
Isaiah 12:1-6; James 1:16-21; John 16:5-15 

Hymns: 
819 - “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” 

Alleluias and Gospel Procession Verse:  
 488 - “He is Arisen! Glorious Word” 

556 - “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”  
Distribution Hymns:  

   633 - “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 

   478 - “The Day of Resurrection” 

   155 - “This Is the Feast” (Setting 1) 

   617 - “O Lord, We Praise Thee” 

464 - “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done”             Confirmation Sunday 

Sunday, May 10, 2026; Divine Service Setting 3  
with Holy Communion 

Easter 6- Rogate 

Sermon: Vicar Mars 

Lessons:  
Numbers 21:4-9; James 1:22-27; John 16:23-33 

Hymns: 
463 - “Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia” 
Alleluias and Gospel Procession Verse:  
488 - “He is Arisen! Glorious Word” 

766 - “Our Father, Who from Heav’n Above”  

Distribution Hymns:  

   461 – I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

   466 – Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia 

   483 – With High Delight Let Us Unite 

   469 – Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

668 - “Rise! To Arms!, With Prayer Employ You!” 

Congratulation  

Confirmands 
Who will be confirmed at the 10:30 Worship Service  

on Sunday, May 3rd. 

 

Their First Communion will be  
during that Service as well. 

We pray God’s blessings upon these Catechumen. 
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Ascension Service, Thursday, May 14, 2026, 7:00 PM  

Divine Service Setting 3 with Holy Communion 
Sermon: Pastor Hromowyk 
Lessons: 
2 Kings 2:5-15; Acts 1:1-11; Luke 24:44-53 
Hymns: 
492 - “On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build” 
494 - “See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph” 
Distribution Hymn: 
   633 - “At The Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 
   491 - “Up Through Endless Ranks of Angels” 
   632 - O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” 
493 - “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” 

Sunday, May 17, 2026; Divine Service  
Setting 3 with Holy Communion 

Easter 7- Exaudi 
Sermon: Vicar Mars 
Lessons:  
Ezekiel 36:22-28; 1 Peter 4:7-14; John 15:26--16:4 
Hymns: 
490 - “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won!” 
Alleluias and Gospel Procession Verse:  
488 - “He is Arisen! Glorious Word” 
539 - “Christ Is the World’s Redeemer”  
Distribution Hymns:  
    457 - “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
    464 - “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done” 
    480 - “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” 
    467 - “Awake, My Heart with Gladness” 
465 - “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 

Sunday, May 24, 2026; Divine Service  
Setting 3 with Holy Communion 

Day of Pentecost 
Sermon: Pastor Hromowyk 
Lessons:  
Genesis 11:1-9 ; Acts 2:1-21 ; St. John 14:23-31  
Hymns: 
497 - “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” 
500 - “Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid” 
Distribution Hymns: 
    498 - “Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest” 
    496 - “Holy Spirit, Light Divine” 
    503 - “O Day Full of Grace” 
    501 - “Come Down, O Love Divine” 
Recessional Hymn - “Come, Holy Spirit, Who Ever One” 
 (tune: “I Know My Redeemer Lives”) 

If you have to miss the Sunday service, 
please watch the recorded service on Zion’s 

YouTube channel at  

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church Columbus Ohio - YouTube  

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=6461895c87b32e18JmltdHM9MTcwMDc4NDAwMCZpZ3VpZD0xYmZjZjgzNC00ZDY5LTYyNDUtMWFiMS1mNTNjNGNjMTYzZTgmaW5zaWQ9NTE5Nw&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=1bfcf834-4d69-6245-1ab1-f53c4cc163e8&psq=zion+lutheran+church+columbus+youtube&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly
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Please consider serving those less fortunate  
by giving a few hours of your time. 

Zion’s shift is the FOURTH WEDNESDAY 
of each month, from 12:30-4:00pm. 

LSS Food Pantry 
1460 South Champion Ave. 

Columbus, OH  43206 

Volunteer Parking is located in the lot on Frebis across 
from the pantry. Please enter through the door marked 
"Volunteers enter here" located on Frebis Ave.  

elders@zionlcms.org 
lcmsu@zionlcms.org 

evangelism@zionlcms.org 
pastorh@zionlcms.org 

stewardship@zionlcms.org 
treas@zionlcms.org 

trustees@zionlcms.org 
sssuper@zionlcms.org 

activities@zionlcms.org 
churchofficers@zionlcms.org 

education@zionlcms.org 

These are email addresses for the  
different officers and committees at 
Zion. If you need to reach them, send 
them an email and it will be forward-
ed to each member of that group. 

GREETERS NEEDED -Welcome your 
church family and guests. Just call 
or email Paul Dinan and he’ll help 
you find a date and time that works 
for you. You can reach Paul by 

email at paul_dinan@yahoo.com or call 614-313-3922 and he’ll get 
you on the schedule. Thank you so much for volunteering your time 
in this way. You are very much appreciated! 

Sunday, May 31, 2026; Divine Service  
Setting 3 with Holy Communion 

Holy Trinity 
Sermon  Pastor Hromowyk 
Lessons:  
Isaiah 6:1-7; Romans 11:33-36; John 3:1-17 
Hymns: 
507 - “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
498 - “Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest” 
805 - “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Distribution Hymns: 
    618 - “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” 
    571 - “God Loved the World So That He Gave” 
    837 - “Lift High The Cross” 
    506 - “Glory be to God the Father 
Recessional Hymn - “Church Year Medley” 

All those with 
May  

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 
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Sunday School Mission Offerings 

The Second Quarter Mission Offerings will go to: 

The Voice of Martyrs 

Wednesday, March 25 

Lenten Worship - 101 

Palm Sunday, March 29 
Worship - 223 
Holy Communion - 172 

Sunday School - 133 

Maundy Thursday, April 2 

Worship - 174 

Good Friday, April 3 

Worship - 189 

Easter Sunday, April 5 
Worship - 278 

Holy Communion - 200 

Wednesday, April 8 

Worship - 25 

Sunday, April 12 
Worship - 206 
Holy Communion - 154 

Sunday School - 103 

Wednesday, April 15 

Compline Worship - 38 

Sunday, April 19 
Worship - 183 
Holy Communion - 152 

Sunday School - 72 

Wednesday, April 22 

Compline Worship - 28 

Sunday, April 26 
Worship - 222 
Holy Communion - 168 

Sunday School - 104 

Worship  

Wednesday Night Service & Bi-
ble Study - The First Wednesday 
Service, beginning at 7:00 PM, will 
be Divine Service, Setting Three, 
with Holy Communion. The remain-
ing Wednesdays, will be Compline, 
beginning at 7:00 PM. There is a 
Bible Study following the Services, 

in the Family Room. Private Confession & Absolution are available from 6:15-
6:45 PM, in Pastor Hromowyk’s Office, all Wednesdays unless otherwise    
noted. There will be no service on May 13th since there will be an Ascension 
service on May 14th. 

Sunday School Classes 
In assigned classrooms 9:30 AM  

for children ages three through high school, eve-
ry Sunday. 

Adult Bible Class 
In the Fellowship Hall; 9:30 AM 

Sundays, May 3. 10, 17, 24 & 31 

Beverage and Pastry Note:  
The Board of Parish Activities provides Coffee, Tea, Hot Chocolate, Ice 
Water and Doughnuts during the Adult Bible Class, in the Fellowship 
Hall downstairs. We’d love to have you join us each Sunday morning. 

 Those sick and suffering:  
 Those Who have lost loved ones:  
 Those serving in the military:  

 Our shut ins:  

 Expectant Parents:  

 Parents of newborn babies:  

 
   If you would like to submit a prayer request: Contact the church office via e-mail  
   at office@zionlcms.org or phone at (614)444-3456. 
 
  *Please offer prayers for both the expectant parents and their babies. 

  *Please use this prayer list in your daily prayers. 



From the Board of Parish Activities: 

 

March Madness Tournament: We had 28 participants this 

year, with some really crazy competition; there were lots of 

upsets!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Breakfast: We had 200 people who attended 

the breakfast this year! We are thankful for all who at-

tended and to all who helped our Board in any way! It 

was a very blessed day with our church family - wor-

shipping our Risen Lord and having wonderful fellow-

ship together. 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars!! 

Our 8
th

 Annual Cornhole Tournament on Saturday, May 30, 10:00AM-2:00PM. This will be 

held outside, in our gated lot, on the north side of our building.  Food will be provided—

Sandwiches, Chips, Dessert and Bottled Water. We are asking for 

people to bring their own lawn chairs.  Look for sign-up sheets in 

the narthex and in the fellowship hall; there is an adult bracket and 

a kid bracket (for kids 14 years old and under).  

The deadline to sign-up is Sunday, May 24, to allow for food 

planning and for bracket assignments. FYI there will be medals 

awarded to 1
st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 place winners, in both the Adult and Kid 

Brackets. Hope to see a great turnout for this fun event!! 

 

Church Picnic is Sunday, August 16, 4:00-7:30PM  

(eating together at 5:00PM) 

We have reserved the North Shelter at Thompson Park on this day.  

Details will be communicated closer to the date.  
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to all of our members who have 
been saving can rings for the Ronald 
McDonald House. Zion members 

saved a very large number of rings before Christmas and 
then again after Christmas!  The people at the Ronald 
McDonald House are always grateful for our contribu-
tions.  This small gift from us helps pay for the electrici-
ty used at the Ronald McDonald House.  Parents of ill 
children stay at this house while their children are under-
going treatment.  Our Christian love is shown in many 
ways!  Thanks again! 

 

ANNUAL WALK FOR LIFE – Thank you to all those who walked 
on a beautiful sunny day on April 11 and to all those who donated. 
Lutherans for Life’s Word of Hope ministry will be so happy to re-
ceive the funds raised this year. Our WALK started off with Pastor 
Hromowyk leading us through a short Prayer Service followed with a 
hymn. During our WALK we sang a few hymns and after the WALK 
people stayed for a brunch and fellowship. THANK YOU ALL SO 
MUCH! 

 

ANNUAL DIAPER AND WIPES DRIVE – Our annual diaper and wipes drive 
for the  Alpha Pregnancy Help Center here in Columbus will run from Mother’s 
Day, May 10 until Father’s Day, June 21. The real need this year is for diapers in 
sizes 4 – 6, but they are grateful for any support you can give. Please leave your 
donations in the marked boxes at both the front and back doors of the church. 

GREATER COLUMBUS RIGHT TO LIFE BANQUET ON MONDAY, 
JUNE 8 – The Life Team invites members of Zion to attend the banquet, “An Evening with Mark Houck!” 

You may have heard Mark’s name in the headlines again, this time for a remarkable pro-life victory against 
Biden’s DOJ. There is so much more to this action packed, history-making story. When faith and freedom 
were on the line, Mark did not back down. 

The banquet is held at Villa Milano and is free, with an offering request at the end of the evening. If interested 
in going, you can register online at www.gcrtl.org. 

 

LIFE QUOTE - “If you’re a single parent, don’t count yourself out … If you’re widowed or di-
vorced, don’t count yourself out. If you’ve never married, don’t count yourself out. We sinners are all 
in this together. We want to see the relevance of faith for our daily lives. We hear the religious talk 
and we humbly ask, ‘How does this apply to me?’ The answer is that the glory of Christ’s resurrec-
tion is for us all. It continues in the message of forgiveness and hope we experience each time we 
gather together.” Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer, Speaker Emeritus of “The Lutheran Hour” – A Life Quote 
from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

Diaper & Wipe Drive 
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By Sunday, May 17th 

Each year, nearly 2,500 volunteers dedicate more than 35,000 hours to 

sharing compassion and hope with people in need across our programs. 

Whether serving meals, organizing donations, distributing food or 

supporting special events, every volunteer plays a vital role in advancing our 

mission to create a better world by serving people in need. Thank YOU for 

being an important part of this mission!  

On behalf of all of us at LSS, we all want to express our gratitude for your continued support of our 

residents, clients, staff and the com-munities we serve. 

 
 

Many thanks to everyone who purchased Easter flowers  
to beautify the sanctuary in celebration of our Risen Lord! 

 

Continued from bottom of page 1 

Finally, we confess the Creed, learning to trust that our Maker, Redeemer, and Sanctifier is faithful, and “will not let (us) be 
tempted beyond what (we) can bear” (1 Cor 10:13).   

When you feel overwhelmed, “Be still and know that I am God” (Ps 46:10) as our Lord says. The warfare will soon 
be ended. As Christ calmed the wind and stormy seas with a simple rebuke of His Word (Mk 4:39), so also all the failings and 
frustrations of life in this fallen world will soon cease. Christ has the victory. “The strife is o’er, the battle done” as we sing in 
the Easter hymn. Be still, and patiently and joyfully wait for His returning. It is coming soon, because Christ is risen! He is 
risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

      In Christ,  
       Pastor Hromowyk 
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June Voters’ Meeting  
Sunday June 14, 9:30am 

(Between Services) 
in the Fellowship Hall 
All members of Zion are  

welcome to attend. 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 



Hear “The Lutheran Hour” on Sundays at various stations and times. 

Station   City  Freq Band Day Time 

WHKW  Cleveland 1220 AM Sun.   8:00 AM 

WLW  Cincinnati 700 AM Sun.   7:00 AM 

WTAM   Cleveland 1100 AM Sun.   6:30 AM 

WFCO   Lancaster 90.9 FM Sun.   8:30 PM 

WHIZ   Zanesville 102.5   FM Sun.       8:00 AM 

 WHIZ                         Zanesville 1240    AM      Sun.       8:00 AM 

Website at www.lhm.org. The broadcast is also podcast.  For more information go to 
http://www.lhm.org/podcasts 

 Sunday, May 3 - "Planning Is Everything" Psalm 146:3-4  

 Sunday, May 10 - "The King Who Reigns"  Luke 24:36-53  

 Sunday, May 17 - "Don’t Despise Small Beginnings"  Acts 1:14  

 Sunday, May 24 - "Misery Loves Company"   Acts 2:38  

 Sunday May 31 - "A Friendly Recommendation"   Genesis 1:26    
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Together in God’s Word:  

Listed below are  
an Old Testament and a  
New Testament reading  

for each day of the week,  
for the month of  

MAY 

Join with your family of faith  
in this daily time with God. 

 

F  Lev. 18:1-7 & 20--19:8; Luke 11:1-13  

S  Lev. 19:9-18 & 26-37; Luke 11:14-36 

Easter 5 Lev. 20:1-16 & 22-27; Luke 11:37-54  

M  Lev. 21:1-24; Luke 12:1-12  

T  Lev. 23:1-22; Luke 12:13-34  

W  Lev. 23:23-44; Luke 12:35-53  

T  Lev. 24:1-23; Luke 12:54--13:17  

F  Lev. 26:1-20; Luke 13:18-35  

S  Lev. 26:21-33 & 39-44; Luke 14:1-24  

Easter 6 Num. 3:1-16 & 39-48; Luke 14:25--15:10  

M  Num. 8:5-26; Luke 15:11-32  

T  Num. 9:1-23; Luke 16:1-18  

W  Num.10:11-36; Luke 16:19-31  

T (Ascension)  Num. 11:1-23 & 31-35; Luke 17:1-19  

F  Num. 11:24-29 & 12:1-16; Luke 17:20-37  

S  Num. 13:1-3 & 17-33; Luke 18:1-17  

 

Easter 7 Num. 14:1-25; Luke 18:18-34  

M  Num. 14:26-45; Luke 18:35--19:10  

T  Num. 16:1-22; Luke 19:11-28  

W  Num. 16:23-40; Luke 19:29-48  

T  Num. 16:41--17:13; Luke 20:1-18  

F  Num. 20:1-21; Luke 20:19-44  

S  Num. 20:22--21:9; Luke 20:45--21:19  

Pentecost  Num. 21:10-35; Luke 21:20-38 
M    Num. 22:1-20; Luke 22:1-23  
T    Num. 22:21--23:3; Luke 22:24-46  
W    Num. 23:4-28; Luke 22:47-71  
T    Num. 24:1-25; Luke 23:1-25  
F    Num. 27:12-23; Luke 23:26-56  
S    Num. 32:1-6 & 16-27; Luke 24:1-27  
Holy Trinity Num. 35:9-30; Luke 24:28-53  

Content from Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book copyright © 2006 Concordia 
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture 
quotations are from the ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Ver-
sion®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. All rights reserved. 

https://www.cph.org/p-102-lutheran-service-book-altar-book.aspx
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MISSOURI SYNOD 
766 South High Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43206 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

“The Lord is great in Zion; and He is high above all 

the people." 
Psalm 99:2 

 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

DON’T FORGET to renew THE LUTHERAN WITNESS by MAY 27, 2026! 

“The Lutheran Witness” is the official magazine for the laypeople of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  

Content is prepared by the Division of News & Information, Board for Communication Services. 

Subscriptions for members are paid by Zion.  However, you will need to notify the church office if 

you wish to begin a new subscription, continue with your current subscription, or discontinue your 

current subscription.  If you do not contact the church office to express your desire to continue  

receiving “The Lutheran Witness” you will be removed from the subscription list, effective August 

1, 2026.   

The deadline to notify the church office is Sunday, May 27, 2026.   

ZION PAYS for the $23.50 subscription cost. 

Please complete this form (which will also be in the bulletins all of May) and put it in the basket in the narthex 

or leave it in the secretary’s mailbox by the church office. You could also send an email to the church office 

(office@zionlcms.org) with the following information and stating your preference for the Lutheran Witness; 

with subject line reading “Lutheran Witness.” Thank you. 

 

NAME_____________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS__________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE_______________________________ 

 NEW SUBSCRIPTION 
 RENEWAL OF CURRENT SUBSCRIPTION 
 DISCONTINUE SUBSCRIPTION 


