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Five Things to Look for in a Sermon

I have often received the question, “How does the Vicar measure up to the others?” It’s an
understandable question, but it’s also not a very fair one. Each man has his own unique gifts and tal-
ents. Each man has his own weaknesses and foibles. Just as God does not show partiality to us, I try
my best not to show favoritism towards vicars! Recently, however, I received a new question: “How
would you evaluate the Vicar’s preaching?” This got me thinking about all the things I look for when
evaluating and editing, whether a Vicar’s sermon or my own! This month’s newsletter article will an-
swer that question, and perhaps give you some insight into how you can evaluate sermons, which will
help you listen more intently and get more out of them each week.

To make it simple, I will label this as the “The 5 ‘C’s for Preaching”. The first thing I always
look for is whether or not the sermon is “Clear.” The message needs to have a clear line of thought. It
needs to have clear explanations and use simple sentences. I remind the vicars all the time that clarity
always trumps being clever. The Apostle Paul exhorts the young pastor Timothy to “rightly handle” —
or divide — “the word of truth” (2 Tim 2:15), making clear and proper distinctions such as Law and
Gospel. This point and the following is where I'm looking for fidelity to the Scriptures. The sermon
needs to be faithful!

The second thing I look for, then, is if it’s “Catechetical.” The sermon needs to teach the
Word of God. What does the text mean? What doctrines are explicitly taught in the readings and
Propers for the day? Instruction is the first use of Scripture after all: 2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is
inspired by God and is useful for teaching...” You may wonder why this is not point #1. If the writing
is not clear, it does not matter how hard the preacher tries to be faithful in teaching, it will be a con-
fused mess. If the sermon is unclear, the listener will spend more time trying to figure out what the
preacher is talking about, and all efforts of instruction will be lost on them.

The third thing I look for is if it’s “Concise.” The distinction between concise and clear is to
ask the question during the editing process: “Is this necessary to say in the sermon?” Sometimes an
entire paragraph can be deleted because it doesn’t contribute to the theme or point of the message.
Sometimes things can be redundant. Several years ago, I wrote a document called the “10 Keys to
Better Writing” to assist vicars who struggle, and my first tip remains: “Brevity is the art of script”, a
line taken from my favorite movie A River Runs Through It. The time we have in the pulpit is pre-
cious. Every minute preaching is another minute when you might lose the attention of the hearers. In
addition, unnecessary “fluff” is not helpful. This is not to say illustrations and analogies cannot be
used. They can indeed be very useful! They need to be done concisely, though. That’s the point here.
Repetition is the mother of memory, however, there’s a fine line between being didactically repetitious
and dully redundant.

The fourth thing I look for is if it’s “Creative”. Here, I do NOT mean innovative. Pastors are
not inventors and entrepreneurs. What I do mean is that a sermon should demonstrate some creative
thinking. A sermon should not just recycle what is read in commentaries, foot notes, or other sermons.
Creativity, however, needs to be tempered by the first three points: it needs to remain clear, catecheti-
cal, and concise. When a hearer thinks something preached or taught is “insightful”, that usually re-
flects its creative nature. The “creative” sermon dives deeper into a text or comes at it from a different
perspective, while still staying in the bounds of the Scriptures and Confessions. This is why it is not to
be innovative!

The last thing I look for is if it is “Connective” (or “Contemporary”). Does the sermon bridge
the gap between the Biblical text and the life of the hearers? Contemporary applications are a chal-
lenge to the new preacher, especially when he does not know the congregation yet. Every preacher
matures and gets better at this over time.

In addition to the content of a sermon, delivery and posture are important, too, but that’s for
another article in the future! I hope this little exercise in evaluating sermons is helpful to you, as it has
been helpful for me to flesh out into a simple guideline. Thank you to the person who asked about this!

In Christ,

Pastor Hromowyk
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members serving
for the month of November.

November 1, 2026; Setting 3 with Holy Communion

All Saints Day Observed
Sermon: Pastor Hromowyk
Lessons:
Micah 6:6-8; Phil. 1: 3-11 Matt. 18:21-35
Hymns:
677 - "For All the Saints”
676 - "Behold a Host, Arrayed in White”
Distribution Hymns:
675 - "Oh, What Their Joy”

TWO

A
507 - "Holy, Holy, Holy” "E‘W.IE‘
678 - "We Sing for All the Unsung Saints” . — .
670 - "Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones” = L =
I ————2a

336 - "Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” |

Sunday, November 8, 2026; Matins
Trinity 23

Sermon: Vicar Musolino

Lessons:

Prov. 8:11-22; Phil 3:17-21; Matt. 22:15-22
Hymns:

668 - "Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You”
714 - "Who Trusts in God a Strong Abode”

645 - "Built on the Rock the Church Shall Stand”

= AR

————23a

Sunday School

Fourth Quarter Offerings Offerings
are going to: LSS Faith Mission

If you have to miss the Sunday service, please watch the recorded service
on Zion’s YouTube channel at

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church Columbus, OH - YouTube



https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=6461895c87b32e18JmltdHM9MTcwMDc4NDAwMCZpZ3VpZD0xYmZjZjgzNC00ZDY5LTYyNDUtMWFiMS1mNTNjNGNjMTYzZTgmaW5zaWQ9NTE5Nw&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=1bfcf834-4d69-6245-1ab1-f53c4cc163e8&psq=zion+lutheran+church+columbus+youtube&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly
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Sunday, November 15, 2026; Setting 3 with Holy Communion
Trinity 24

Sermon: Rev. Dan Burfiend; CTSFW (Seminary Sunday)
Lessons:

Is. 51:9-16, Col. 1:9-14, Matt. 9:18-26

Hymns: N>
752 - "Be Still, My Soul; The Lord is on Your Side” TRINITY TWENTY-FOUR
755 - "In the Very Midst of life”
Distribution Hymns.
637 - "Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” ,;/,4@
614 - "As Sure As I Live” God Said MU
642 - "O Living Bread from Heaven” @
680 - "Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” {Tll_lﬁi paY =

821 - "Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”

Sunday, November 22, 2026; Setting 3 with Holy Communion
Last Sunday of the Church Year

Sermon: Chaplain Bell CH
Lessons:
Isaiah 65:17-25; 1 Thess. 5:1-11; Matthew 25:1-13

Hymns: 1{
662 - "Onward Christian Soldiers” SU :w NUAY
516 - "Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”
Distribution Hymns:
621 - "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” A @
878 - "Abide with Me, Fast Falls the Eventide” vy
674 - "Jerusalen, O City Fair and High” f‘é@
898 - "The Ancient Law Departs”
672 - "Jerusalem the Golden” M === T

Wednesday, November 25, 2026; Divine Service Setting 3 w/ Holy Communion
Thanksgiving Eve 11:00 AM & 7:00 PM

Sermon: Vicar Musolino

Lessons:

Deut. 26:1-11, 2 Cor. 9:6-15, Luke 12:13-21
Hymns: THANKSGIVING
895 - "Now Thank We All Our God” EVE SERVICE
785 - "We Praise You, O God” &
Distribution Hymns:

806 - "Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart

703 - "How Can I Thank You, Lord”

528 - "Oh, For A Thousand Tongues to Sing”
892 - "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”

*Thanksgiving offerings will be

designated for the Faith Men's Mission. InEw rythlng’ Give Thanks!
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Sunday, November 29, 2026; Setting 3 with Holy Communion

First Sunday in Advent

Sermon: Pastor Hromowyk

Lessons:

Jeremiah 23:5-8; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 21:1-9
Hymns:

442 - "All Glory, Laud, and Honor” i o
332 - "Savior of the Nations, Come' Sunday (gt G

Distribution Hymns:
622 - "Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”
443 - “"Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” A

335 - "0 Bride of Christ, Rejoice” Z ‘w&i
337 - "The Night Will Soon Be Ending” . T .
343 - "Prepare the Royal Highway =. L )
L (I

—_—a

College students, please join is for LCMS-U
Vicar-led Bible Study at OSU,
Mondays at 6:00PM on the OSU Campus;
in the Ohio Room in Bowen House.

ALL SAINTS’
8, WALK »

| . - L J

=/ Costumed portrayals of saints g%

n'. and martyeesihid . ‘ j
\

YEdlerdar

The Third Annual All Saints Walk
Come and help us honor the saints
We need people to sign up to represent
heroes of the faith and we will also
need help with set up/tear down and

with food in the shelter house.

AN EVENING WALK WITH THE SAINTS

(Zion is the back-up location in case of NOVEMBER 8th AT 5:00pm

inclement weather.) SHELTER HOUSE
AT SAINT JOHN, DUBLIN
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Sunday, September 27
Worship - 220

Holy Communion - 166
Sunday School - 130

Wednesday, September 30
Vespers Worship - 30

Sunday, October 4
Worship - 220

Holy Communion - 166
Sunday School - 102

Wednesday, October 7
Compline Worship - 36
Holy Communion - 29

Sunday, October 11
Worship - 205

Holy Communion - 156
Sunday School - 92

Wednesday, October 14
Compline Worship - 26

Saturday, October 17
Worship - 94
Holy Communion - 67

Sunday, October 18
Worship - 19
Holy Communion - 19

Wednesday, October 21
Compline Worship - 24

Sunday, October 25
Worship - 220
Holy Communion - 167

puayaop uoyjelepy

uoneuw.oey

Those sick and suffering:

Those Who have lost loved ones:

Those serving in the military: Our shut ins:
Expectant Parents:

Parents of newborn babies:

€< € € € ¢

i

If you would like to submit a prayer request: Contact the church office.

*Please offer prayers for both the expectant parents and their babies.
*Please use this prayer list in your daily prayers.

Sunday School Classes

In assigned classrooms 9:30 AM for children
ages 3 through high school,
Sundays, Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29.

Adult Bible Class
In the Fellowship Hall; 9:30 AM
Sundays, Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29.

Beverage and Pastry Note:

The Board of Parish Activities provides Cof-
fee, Tea, Hot Chocolate, Ice Water and Doughnuts during the Adult Bible
Class, in the Fellowship Hall downstairs. Please join us each Sunday
morning.

& Bible
Study

Wednesday Night Service & Bible Study

The First Wednesday Service will be Vespers, beginning
at 7:00 PM with Bible Study to follow at 7:45 PM. The
remaining Wednesdays, (Except Thanksgiving Eve, Nov.
25) will be Compline, beginning at 7:00 PM. There is a
Bible Study following the Services, in the Family Room.
Private Confession & Absolution are available from 6:15-
6:45 PM, in Pastor Hromowyk’s Office, all Wednesdays WEDNESDAY
unless otherwise noted on the calendar. (This Year) EVENING
Thanksgiving Eve will be Divine service, Setting 3 w/ Holy
Communion at 11:00 AM & 7:00PM. WORSHIP
SERVICES

feleot®

we're glad you're here

The members of LWML would like to thank all
of those at Zion who so generously contributed
to LWML this past October. Your gifts will
help LWML spread the love of Jesus
to those who need it most!
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God w alte v A CAN TABS FOR GOOD
12 v o wih toary BIG L4 to all of you who are c?ollecting pull tabs from cans. The
7, : 4 < collected tabs were given to Ronald McDonald House
5%4‘% S’. Charities. A thank you for the donation was sent from
2 Ronald McDonald House Charities to Zion. Let's keep
Mamﬂ[’z@» collecting the tabs. A container for the tabs is on a table in | yw» NS
ae that by aluaya /‘7""’37 Fellowship Hall. The money Ronald McDonald House g~ —@ [ e S
enbugh #f eve ’,"’f'{m : \ 7

S v (
GBu may A ﬁﬁ(m(fﬁrf[q 1
7, o 0
.

children who are staying at the Ronald McDonald House 8' \3 P

PR A )
for the House. This is an easy way to help the families of BT W SIE
\’ _
while their children are being treated at Children's Hospital. '@

Charities obtains from the tabs, helps pay the electric bills ¢ jﬁw & s
:-(;X

Please consider serving those less
fortunate by giving a few hours of
your time. LSS Food Pant
N ISA R TS a%i ood Pantry

FOOD PANTRY DAY 1460 South Champion Ave.
' ) Columbus, OH 43206
Zion’s shift Volunteer I_:’arking is located in the
is the FOURTH lot on Frebis across from the pantry.
WEDNESDAY Please enter through the door

marked "Volunteers enter here" lo-

of each month, |cated on Frebis Ave.

from
12:30-4:00pm.

v

Gottesdicnst Gottesdienst —The J | of Lutheran IJ'tLrgy

We have a quarterly subscription for 10 copies which are
available for you to take home to read and then return when
finished. They are located on the if the front magazine racks
and back table.
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| Come, Join the Fun! Sign up to bring your favorites

to share for the Potluck following the program.
Rehearsals will begin Nov. 15th.
Sign-up sheets to participate will be in the
Fellowship Hall. Volunteers can text NG .
SEE YOU THERE!!!

P
.3
%,
€
®
€
&



lambr
Highlight
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Come, Celebrate & Honor our Service Members,
Remember Our Veterans and Honor Our Country!

Congregational Veterans Day Potluck

Sunday, November 15
following 10:30 Service

We want to honor veterans, service members and our country. Please provide information and
photos of any members of Zion or their family who served our country. We hope you join us in
honoring them by participating in this celebration of our veterans, military members and our
great country. Look for sign-up sheets on the doughnut table in the fellowship hall.

From the Board of Parish Activities—Events Coming!!

It’s time once again to provide Soup Suppers, 6:00-6:45 PM,
prior to our Wednesday night Advent Worship Services.

-

Adve

Soup Suppers

Individuals are asked to please sign-up to provide soup,
bread, dessert and drinks; and to set up, serve and clean up.
For each Soup Supper, there are slots for 11 people to sign
up; the average attendance for each Supper is 50-60 people
(this number may be higher this year).

A sign-up sheet will be on the table inside the front doors and on the kitchen counter in the
Fellowship Hall, starting in November; there are 3 Wednesdays (December 279, 9th, and 16t).
Thank you.

Please note that the soup bowls, soup spoons, and napkins are all disposable and are availa-

ble in the church kitchen for use at all the soup suppers.




LSS FOOD PANTRIES . v Your HELP is
Thankfull Holiday ™.

Meal Bags Y7 PARTRIES Greatly
Full Plates, Hearts Full of Gratitude Ap prec iated!

The Lutheran Social Services Network of Hope provides hope and healing for people in crisis.
The LSS Food Pantries serve people in need by offering a source of nourishment to families who
are food insecure. Active in hunger relief since 1927, the LSS Food Pantries operate a 12-county
food pantry system, one of Ohio's largest. Our pantries provide emergency food to 4,000 families
each month.

Our holiday traditions are deeply intertwined with food. But tough choices - between food or
medicine, food or utilities, food or transportation, and even food or housing - mean that many of
our neighbors struggle to enjoy the festive meal that graces the Thanksgiving table. You can
help by donating Thankful Holiday meal bags to help families in need celebrate Thanksgiving!
Bags are distributed to families with a turkey, bread and produce for their Thanksgiving meal.

The LSS Thankful Bags can be picked up/signed out and taken home through Sunday, Novem-
ber 8. Filled bags must be returned to Zion (back door) by Sunday, November 15, 2026. A
sign-up sheet is next to the bags (on a table in the Fellowship Hall); please indicate when you
take a bag and when you return the filled bag. The sign up sheet will be at the back door to
check off bag return. Thank you!

=

Here’s how YOU can help!

Bags should contain (only) ' _
v 1 box of instant mashed 1. Pick up/sign out a reusable

potatoes (13.75 oz. size) bag, which will be available
starting on Reformation

v 2 cans of fruit (suggestions: :
peaches, applesauce, pears) Sunday, on a table in the

v 3cans of green beans Fellowship Hall.

v 2 cans of corn 2. Take the bag home and fill it

v 2 cans of pumpkin with the listed items.

v 1 can of cranberry sauce <
v 1 box or bag of stuffing mix
v 1 gravy packet 3. Bring the filled bags back to

1 boxed dessert mix Zion and place in the desig-
: \ nated area at the back door.
STUFTING Mix

S Deadline is Sunday.
B = November 15, 2026.

4. The bags will be delivered to
the Food Pantry.
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It's time to order the poinsettias FOIHSETTI /A\
which will help beautify the A
sanctuary for our worship of the ORD[RS
Christ Child at Christmas. This
year the price for a 6 2" pot (4-8 l
blooms) is $7.50; price for a 8 2" \”\r “
pOt (12'18 b|00ﬂ15) is 514.00 ﬁ
The orders must be in by “ '_‘-
Sunday, November 22! GREETERS NEEDED Serve your church
family by Welcoming friends and guests on
If you'd like to order poinsettias this year, please complete Sunday morning.
the information below and include it nlnng_nmh_mn:
nt r mad Zion Just contact
ink box i ~ You can plan to take your The office and he’ll help you find a date and
poinsettias home with you anytime following the Christmas Day time that works for you.
service; your name, along with what you ordered, will be on a .
list outside the Altar Guild room. Thank you. Thank you so much for volunteering your
NAME time in this way.
PHONE NUMBER You are very much
appreciated!
SMALL RED LARGE RED
SMALL WHITE LARGE WHITE
DID YOU KNOW?7??
SMALL PINK LARGE PINK 0
Appalachian Lutheran League
SMALL MARBLE LARGE MARBLE h b dd d t th | t f
TOTAL SMALL POTS X $7.50 = § as eena e_ 0 e ISt 0
TOTAL LARGE POTS X $14.00 = § Th“ve_nt Financial
1N MEMORY OF: Choice Dollars
IN HONOR OF: organizations

Please donate Christmas
gifts for the Alpha kids.

Christmas for Alpha Kids: Alpha currently
supports 250 people each week with diapers,
wipes, and other essentials. We have a unique
opportunity to share the message of Jesus with
families who may not yet know His love. Alpha
is seeking support from local churches to
collect gifts for children of all ages.

Alpha is requesting new $5 gifts, or $5 gift cards
for 5 Below, Walmart, Dollar Tree, or
McDonalds. They are also happy to accept
monetary donations and handle the shopping
for you. Every gift will include a Christian
Christmas message. Donations will be
collected until November 29. Look for
collection boxes by the front & back doors.
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We had our 2nd “Slaying of the Dragon” (cake) in commemoration of St. Michael and All Angels
Day, on Sunday, September 27. It was awesome and the kids (and Pastor Hromowyk, too) really

enjoyed it!! We promise to have more cake next year!!

LH ERAN Join us on

November 7th
SUNG| e
ADULTS .

just hang out at

Top Golf, Polaris * 2000 IKEA Way * Columbus
Golfing will be $28 per person,
& tood will be provided.

Hope you can come!
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Hear “The Lutheran Hour” on Sundays at various stations and times.

Station City Freq Band Day Time

WHKW Cleveland 1220 AM Sun. 8:00 AM
WTAM Cleveland 1100 AM Sun. 6:30 AM
WFCO Lancaster 909 FM Sun. 8:30 PM
WHIZ Zanesville 1025 FM Sun. 8:00 AM
WHIZ Zanesville 1240 AM Sun. 8:00 AM

Website at www.lhm.org. The broadcast is also podcast.
For more information go to http://www.Ilhm.org/podcasts

Sunday, November 1 - "What We Will Be" (1 John 3:2)
Sunday, November 8 - "The Survivor Tree" (Luke 13:6 )
Sunday, November 15- "Fruitful Trees" (Genesis 1:11-12; 1 Peter 2:24 )

Sunday, November 29 - "Advent Hopes and Dreams" (Matthew 24:36-44 )

ALL SAINTS
02 Nov.

03 Nowv.

04 Nov.

05 Nov.

06 Nov.

07 Nov.
TRINITY 23
09 Nowv.

10 Nowv.

11 Nov.

12 Nov.

13 Nov.

14 Nov.
TRINITY 24
16 Nov.

17 Nov.

18 Nov.

19 Nov.

20 Nov.

21 Nov.

Join with your family of faith
in this daily time with God.

Together in God’s Word: "Draw neariand
Listed below are hear the Words
an Old Testament and a of the 8ard your
New Testament reading FGod. ! S |
for each day of the week, o 1
for the month of
NOVEMBER

Deut. 34:1-12; Matt. 21:1-22
Jer. 1:1-19; Matt. 21:23-46
Jer. 3:6--4:2; Matt. 22:1-22
Jer. 5:1-19; Matt. 22:23-46
Jer. 7:1-29; Matt. 23:1-12
Jer. 8:18--9:12; Matt. 23:13-39
Jer. 11:1-23; Matt. 24:1-28
Jer. 20:1-18; Matt. 24:29-51
Jer. 22:1-23; Matt. 25:1-13
Jer. 23:1-20; Matt. 25:14-30
Jer. 23:21-40; Matt. 25:31-46
Jer. 25:1-18; Matt. 26:1-19
Jer. 26:1-19; Matt. 26:20-35
Jer. 29:1-19; Matt. 26:36-56
Jer. 30:1-24; Matt. 26:57-75
Jer. 31:1-17 & 23-34; Matt. 27:1-10
Jer. 33:1-22; Matt. 27:11-32
Jer. 37:1-21; Matt. 217:33-56
Jer. 38:1-28; Matt. 27:57-66
Dan. 1:1-21; Matt. 28:1-20
Dan. 2:1-23; Rev. 18:1-24

LAST SUNDAY
23 Nov.

24 Nov.

25 Nov.

26 Nov.

27 Nov.

28 Nov.
ADVENT 1

30 Nov.

Dan. 2:24-49; Rev. 19:1-21
Dan. 3:1-30; Rev. 20:1-15
Dan. 4:1-37; Rev. 21:1-8
Dan. 5:1-30; Rev. 21:9-27
Dan. 6:1-28; Rev. 22:1-21
Is. 1:1-28; 1 Peter 1:1-12
Is. 2:1-22; 1 Peter 1:13-25
Is. 5:1-25: 1 Peter 2:1-12
Is. 6:1--7:9; 1 Peter 1:13-25

Content from Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book copyright ©

2006 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Unless
otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV Bi-
ble® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©
2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. All rights reserved.



https://www.cph.org/p-102-lutheran-service-book-altar-book.aspx
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH—

ZION MISSOURI SYNOD (LCMS)
766 South High Street

Columbus, Ohio 43206

“German Village” Area

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

“The Lord is great in Zion; and He is high above all
the people.”
Psalm 99:2




