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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Our sermon text for today is the
entire Gospel reading, Luke 10:23-37, the story of the Good Samaritan.
Our Gospel reading begins with a very subtle acknowledgment that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old
Testament. Jesus speaks privately to His disciples because it was not the right time for the Son of God to be fully
revealed. In fact in the verse before our reading picks up today, Jesus says, “All things have been handed over to
me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him” (Lk 10:22). And right before that the seventy-two, whom Jesus
had sent out, had returned with joy having done wondrous works in Jesus’ name. And right before that Jesus had
issued His famous “Woes!” to the cities that had rejected the works Jesus had done there! So when Jesus says,
“Blessed are the eyes that see what you see!” He is acknowledging the Messianic age has come, and the disciples
are eye witnesses! But to truly see and hear Jesus, as we learned last week, one needs the eyes and ears of faith to
believe He is the Son of God. And only God can reveal that by His grace.
It is by such faith that the prophets and kings of old longed to see and hear what was being revealed in the
person of Jesus. Think of all the most famous people in the Old Testament and most were prophets and kings.
The faithful longed to see the coming of the Messiah and behold His wondrous works! Blessed are the eyes that
see what you see!
Just as quickly as Jesus reveals He is the fulfillment of the Scriptures, an expert in the Scriptures “stood
up to put him to the test” (v. 25). He asks, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” We are accustomed
to think Jesus should answer, “There is nothing you can do!” But that is not what Jesus says. He directs this expert
in God’s Word back to God’s Word. He asks, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” (v. 26). And he
answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength
and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself” (v. 27). And Jesus, not lying, says, “You have answered
correctly; do this, and you will live” (v. 28).
The lawyer gave the correct, literally “orthodox” answer. And you see, if he could keep the law, the law
would give life; it would justify. This sounds completely contrary to what we understand about eternal life and
salvation. But it’s not. Paul poses the question in the Epistle reading today: “Is the law then contrary to the
promises of God? Certainly not!” And he explains, “For if a law had been given that could give life, then
righteousness would indeed be by the law” (Gal 3:21).
What’s ironic is that the lawyer asks a question to test Jesus, but by giving the right answer to his own
question, the Word of God reveals to him that he cannot keep the law’s demands. And so, his correct answer –
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and neighbor as yourself” –
convicts him of his sin. But, the reading continues, “But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And who
is my neighbor’?” (Lk 10:29). True faith would have acknowledged, “Yea, I can’t keep the Law, I need a Savior”,
but this man thinks he might be able to keep it depending on the definition of neighbor!
Undertaking this question, Jesus proceeds with the famous story of the Good Samaritan. Some man left
Jerusalem and fell among robbers, was stripped, beaten, and left half dead. Two guys pass him by. But the
Samaritan doesn’t. The Samaritan has compassion. You learned just a few weeks ago that anytime the word
compassion occurs in the New Testament, it is always referring to Jesus. Only Jesus has compassion! This is the
first indicator that the Samaritan in the story is actually Jesus. For it is only Jesus that can ever fully love someone
to the extent that this Samaritan loves his neighbor in need. For not only does this Samaritan bind up the man’s
wounds, but he puts him on his own beast of burden, and he brings him to an inn. And when he leaves, giving the
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inn keeper two day’s wages which will cover the cost of hospitality while he’s gone, he also says he will repay
whatever else might be spent.
Then Jesus poses the question, “Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man
who fell among the robbers?” By that question, Jesus flips the lawyer’s question on its head, as Jesus almost
always seems to do! The one who asks, “Who is my neighbor?” is the one seeking to justify oneself. But, the
question, “Which one is the neighbor to the man?” demonstrates what it means to actually be someone’s neighbor,
which in turn proves you cannot justify yourself. Because no one – no one can show that kind of mercy; maybe
once, but not all the time. There is only “one true neighbor”, and that true neighbor is Christ. He shows that mercy
all the time; He loves everyone.
In the moment you became a Christian, the Good Samaritan came to your aid bestowing upon you His
grace and mercy, anointing you in Baptism. Thus, the Gospel reading shows us the proper order of things. We
first need saving. We are the man left half-dead on the side of the road because of sin. Once saved, having been
anointed in the waters of Baptism, we recognize what it’s like to be in need of God’s mercy. And the love shown
to us by God, our Good Samaritan, causes us to show such mercy to others. As a Christian, you cannot understand
how to properly show mercy to others until you first confess how God has been merciful to you.
This year marks the thirtieth anniversary of the NBC commercials that end with a jingle and the words,
“The more you know.” One currently being advertised concludes (quote): “Please consider volunteering and
feeling that feeling that you helped someone today. The more you know.”
In a godless world, that ad uses the primary motivating factor to get people to do things in service of
others; that which is self-centered, self-gratifying. But that is not the Christian way of thinking. That is not what
motivates the Christian to loving service. Instead, the Christian shows mercy to all those we pass by because our
Good Samaritan, Christ, first showed mercy to us. Jesus didn’t pass us by.
And yet, God’s mercy toward you was not just in your conversion; not just at your Baptism. It continues
throughout your whole life long. There may very well come the day when you find yourself physically,
emotionally, and spiritually worn out, lying in a hospital bed half-dead, stripped and beaten by the hands of time
or illness. The Good Samaritan hymn of the day that we just sang, “Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me” will bring
comfort at such a time.
Either you or a loved one is going to need such comfort in their dying days. There is no better gift to give
them than God’s Word. And as all good hymns do, they teach us God’s Word. When was the last time you
memorized something? How about we all commit to memory v. 4 of the hymn? Put yourself in Elaine Dean’s
shoes as she laid in a hospital bed for over a week and a half, uncertain of what lay ahead of her. How comforting
would these words be to her or someone like her in such a situation? Listen to v. 4 again: “In suff’ring be Thy love
my peace, In weakness be Thy love my pow’r; and when the storms of life shall cease, O Jesus, in that final hour,
Be Thou my Rod and Staff and Guide, and draw me safely to Thy side!”
While you have life in you, prepare yourself to bring someone those most comforting words. And believe
them for yourself, for neither we nor anyone else is ever safe from falling among the spiritual thieves of this
world. We are always in need of the healing ointments of the Good Samaritan found alone in Word and Sacrament.
The one who ever thinks they don’t need the forgiveness of sins is the one who God warns in Jeremiah when He
says, “Behold, I bring you to judgment for saying, ‘I have not sinned” (Jer 2:35).
Walk in repentance and faith knowing that whatever suffering and weakness may come upon you, Jesus
is your peace and power. Jesus is your rod and staff, defending you from the assaults of the old evil foe, and
keeping you safely near his breast. In the assurance of faith, which trusts God’s promise, He will draw you safely
to His side to life eternal. There is never a moment in our life when we don’t need our Savior – our good Samaritan
– to tend to us in both body and soul. Since that is true for you, it is also true for your neighbor. As you need
Jesus, so does your neighbor. Go and do likewise. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

