1
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Columbus, OH)
Easter 3 – Misericordias Domini
April 18th, 2021
Gospel – John 10:11-16 (Good Shepherd Sunday)
By Pastor Hromowyk
╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed!
Alleluia! Our sermon text for today is the Gospel reading from John Ch. 10.
Not to sound too Pentecostal-ish, but I have to say that your enthusiasm for responding, “He is risen,
indeed! Alleluia!” has been so very encouraging this year. It’s almost like we didn’t get to say it altogether last
year or something. Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
Before we get into the text, it would be helpful to see how this 3rd Sunday of Easter falls in line with the
first two Sundays of the season. Of course, the first Sunday was the Day of our Lord’s Resurrection; pretty obvious
what we were celebrating. A lot of happiness, a lot of joy, a lot of celebration as we looked back on our Lord’s
Resurrection, and also look forward to the day of our own resurrection for Jesus’ sake. The second Sunday – last
Sunday – reminded us by way of the Introit that the Christian does not set its faith on emotions, but on the pure
spiritual milk of God’s Word. As the euphoria of Easter Sunday wears off, the grounded Christian returns a week
later and longs for the pure spiritual milk that endures forever. Last week was all about the Office of the Keys –
Christ’s gift of the forgiveness of sins through the Word and Sacraments that daily and richly provides us comfort.
Today is Good Shepherd Sunday. We heard Jesus very specifically identify Himself as the Good Shepherd
twice in our Gospel reading. In a way, this week reminds us that while the Office of the Keys is indeed a
tremendous gift, Christ gave this authority to sinful people. Sometimes the Office holders of the Keys let us down.
Office holders, Pastors, come and go. Sometimes we let each other down as we fail to be faithful to our Christian
vocation. We either might fail to confess our sins or else we might hold grudges not forgiving others their
trespasses against us. This week reminds us that Christ remains the Good Shepherd no matter how good or bad
the sheep do in the administration of their duties; no matter who comes and goes. If last week grounded us in the
Word; this week drives it home!
Christ is the Good Shepherd; the noble Shepherd, who does what no other shepherd could do. He “lays
his life down for the sheep” (Jn 10:15). He unconditionally cares for His sheep. He unconditionally loves them,
and faithfully lives up to His title: He is the Christ; the anointed one, the Redeemer of the world.
Jesus is no hired hand. Jesus did not enter this world at the incarnation – God becoming flesh – in order
to make a profit. He came in to order to save His people. His love for His sheep is so great that He gave up His
life that they might live. That kind of love begets love. It is precisely the power of Christ’s love for us that enables
us to love him. As 1 John 4:19 teaches, “We love because he first loved us.” God’s love for us in Christ Jesus
is the cause and source of any and all our love for not only Him, but also our neighbor. This is why a Christian
cannot be filled with hate. The Christian, as is the case of all humanity, might struggle with hateful feelings; or
ill will towards an enemy. But Jesus isn’t lying when He commands us, “love your enemies, and do good” to
them in Luke 6:35. When the Christian realizes how great the Father’s love is for us in that He gave His onlybegotten Son to die for us (Jn 3:16), and that the Son’s love for us is so great that He went to the cross to die in
our place and on our behalf, we cannot maintain any hateful thoughts within us. For if we truly understand how
serious our sinful condition is – we were born spiritually blind, dead, and God’s enemy – and yet Christ still loved
us and continues to do so, we, too, must love all our neighbors, friend and foe. His love begets our love.
Now since we live in a post-Christian world, our love for others is often interpreted as hate. The Christian
who supports life and the sanctity of marriage might be considered hateful in the eyes of the world, but let that
not discourage you. The world is not your judge. The Holy triune God is. His rules and standards abide. “The
Word of the Lord endures forever” (1 Pet 1:25). To love God is to love Him for who He is. And He is who He
reveals Himself to be in His Word.
There are times we all stray like sheep as Peter writes in the Epistle (1 Pet 2:25). There are times we do
not listen to the voice of our shepherd and find ourselves in dangerous places. When we do, say, or think things
contrary to the will of God, we are called to repent. Whether we repent or not, the goodness of the Shepherd
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abides. When we don’t repent, it’s not because the Good Shepherd abandoned His flock. It’s not as if the Good
Shepherd didn’t seek His sheep out. In the Parable of the Lost Sheep, Jesus poses the question, “What man of
you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country,
and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it?” (Lk 15:4). The Good Shepherd seeks out His lost sheep
through Word and Sacrament. He is faithfully in those means of grace, and it is through those Means of grace that
God calls us to repentance and faith. Someone might ask, “Well, what about those straying sheep that don’t come
here to receive them?” The Good Shepherd is also sought through the prayers of the faithful such as in the Prayers
of the Church; that He would to turn their hardened hearts back to Him. And if we’re going to call the Shepherd
good, than we must trust He is. God is faithful; He will surely do it.
Almost every Sunday in the Prayer of the Church there is a petition that God would bring back His lost
sheep of the fold in more or less terms. I’m not suggesting the Vicar do this, but there are times it might be helpful
to pause for some time to think about those wandering brothers and sisters by name. I think it’s probably safe to
say that we all have someone either in our immediate or extended families that this petition would pertain to. And
yet, take heed lest you fall, too, for the “Devil prowls around like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour.
Resist him, firm in your faith!” (1 Pet 5:8-9). If we are going to confess our Lord is the Good Shepherd, let us
put our fullest confidence in Him to answer those petitions.
We begin every Divine Service Setting III with these words following the Invocation: “Beloved in the
Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father…” Those words are drawn
from Hebrews 10:22, which reads, “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.”
The true heart is one that trusts in God’s Word. The heart that is sprinkled clean from an evil conscience
is the one that trusts in the promises of Baptism. You’ve heard me teach the kids the four words from the
condensed version of 1 Peter 3:21, “Baptism now saves you.” In its entirety Peter writes, “Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” God’s promise in Baptism is that you are made
His sheep. He remains your Good Shepherd. Even when we stray, the voice of the Good Shepherd keeps calling
us back. The exhortation to “draw near with a true heart” that precedes the Confession of our sins in the liturgy
is a call to draw near to Christ in faith; trusting the voice of our Good Shepherd in certain confidence. Whenever
God speaks, the true heart gives its assent and answers, “Yes, Lord. You know better than I do.” Trust Him. He
laid His life down for you. And He took it up again. By His grace alone through faith, though your life be laid
down, it will rise.
Our brother Gary Slovak was suddenly called home to heaven yesterday. On every visit one of two things
would happen. If he wasn’t in a very social mood, after ten or fifteen minutes he’d say, “You gonna give me
Communion sometime today or what?” Or when he was in a social mood, after a long visit I’d say, “Well, Gary,
would you like Communion now?” It didn’t matter how the visit went, whether we were laughing a lot of he was
offering solutions to fix the world’s problems, he’d get very serious and say, “Yes, I need it.” He knew he needed
the risen body and blood of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins.
That’s what we celebrate this entire Easter season. It’s not just the historical fact that Christ lives, but that
we, too shall rise. When the Church responds with its Easter greeting, it is no mere enthusiasm, but sincere faith.
Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! And because our Good Shepherd lives we could very well add,
“AND SO, TOO, SHALL WE, ALLELUIA!” In Jesus’ name, Amen.

