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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed!
Alleluia! Our text for this evening’s Ascension service is the Gospel reading, Luke 24, particularly v. 45, which
reads, “Then [Jesus] opened their minds to understand the Scriptures”, and v. 52, “And they [that is, the disciples]
worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.” So far the Word of the Lord.
The Ascension of our Lord is just as joyous of a day as Easter Sunday; just as joyous as Christmas! For
as with all things that Jesus has done, He has done so to fulfill the Scriptures for us. Jesus says so Himself:
“Everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled” (Lk
24:44). All of the Old Testament points to and is fulfilled in Christ. This is what we confess in the Nicene Creed
when we say, “And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven.” One of
our members pointed out several months ago that we all speak this line with an odd cadence. Next time we confess
the Creed, you will hear it. We say, “And the third day He rose again… according to the Scriptures… and ascended
into heaven.” We put in these pauses and unnatural stops where there is no punctuation indicating to do so! Now
it could just be that this naturally developed because it happened to be a common place where we are all taking a
breath. Or, it’s just enough consecutive words that we naturally pause to make sure everyone is keeping up as we
confess it together.
But what matters is that you know what it is that we are confessing with this sentence in the Creed. It is
not suggesting that we believe Jesus rose again on the third day, well at least according to the Bible, that is. No,
we are confessing that the entirety of the Scriptures are pointing to the fulfillment of the resurrection in Christ
Jesus! We are confessing, “And the third day He rose again in accord with the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven!” This is all one collective thought that confesses what Jesus teaches in our Gospel reading today.
Everything written about Jesus in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms MUST be fulfilled! It is
necessary; there are no other options! The resurrection was foretold in the Old Testament most clearly in passages
such as Job 19:25, “I know my redeemer lives!” Also, Psalm 110:1, “The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at
my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool”, which not only foretells the eternal nature of the
LORD, whom Scriptures refer to as David’s Son yet also David’s Lord, but also the Ascension, where Jesus sits
in a position of power and authority at the right hand of God the Father Almighty!
In our Gospel, immediately following this, Luke records, “Then He opened their minds to understand
the Scriptures” (v. 45). This is an incredibly important verse in the Bible. This shows us that the wisdom of man
cannot discern for itself the truth of God’s Word. Apart from grace through faith, which are gifts of God, and not
your own doing (Eph 2:8-9), the Scriptures remain a closed book. To see Scripture in its truth and fullness, God
has to be the one to open eyes with the eyes and ears of faith. Jesus says as much in Matthew 13:13 when His
disciples ask him why He speaks to the people in parables. He says, “This is why I speak to them in parables,
because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.” Jesus goes on to say,
“Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: 'You will indeed hear but never
understand, and you will indeed see but never perceive.’ 15 For this people's heart has grown dull, and with
their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and
hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them” (Mt 13:14-15).
Many in the crowds in Jesus’ day just went out to see a miracle worker; the latest craze from Galilee, as
if Jesus were merely 1st century blockbuster entertainment. They weren’t going out to receive the life-giving
waters that is God’s Word that they might believe it with their hearts, souls, and strength! Oh, may God grant that
our hearts never grow dull; that instead we continue to grow in our desire to increase in our faith though hearing
the Word preached in Church and taught in Bible Study. God desires to open our minds to understand the
Scriptures! And only He can do it by His grace!
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One such Scripture that opens up the Christian’s understanding of the significance of things like the
Ascension is the Introit appointed for today from Psalm 47. Notice particularly vv. 5 and 7, “God has gone up
with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy
throne.” In the Old Testament this was a Psalm of procession up to the Temple. But it has its greater fulfillment
in Christ! For how can God ascend unless He also has descended to His people, which is exactly what happened
at the Incarnation, which is what we celebrate at Christmas! Where Christ has ascended into heaven, He now
reigns, but not as some distant, far off God. For remember, to be seated at the right hand of God is not some
physical place, but a position of power. God is omnipresent. In His state of humiliation, the fullness of Jesus’
divine nature was not manifest. By the mere eye it appeared only as if Jesus could reign wherever His body was
visibly present. But in His ascension, with the eyes of faith we see that Jesus reigns everywhere, for His human
nature cannot be limited by His divine. We could say that today we actually see Jesus fuller and better now than
the disciples did then! He is the Word and Sacraments as much as He is in them!
And you see that’s the joy of the Ascension. Jesus ascending did not mean that Jesus was leaving. No, it
meant He was fulfilling His promise, “Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Mt 28:20). Now
instead of Jesus preaching on a hillside of Galilee, Jesus preaches throughout the world through all the pastors He
Calls through the Church. Jesus preaches throughout the world wherever Christian moms and dads teach their
children at home. Jesus preaches throughout the world wherever Christians bear witness to His name in their
blessed vocations. For Jesus is just as real and present now in His Word as He was when “He led [the disciples]
as far as Bethany, and lifting up His hands He blessed them” (Lk 24:50) before departing to the right hand.
Throughout the New Testament, the disciples never seemed to “get it”; if it were us back then neither
would we. Neither will anyone unless God opens our minds to the Scriptures. But on the day of Jesus’ ascension,
they finally “got it”; they finally understood. For “while [Jesus] blessed them, he parted from them and was
carried up into heaven.” Whenever a loved one leaves us, that usually makes us sad. But the disciples response
was, “they worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple
blessing God” (Lk 24:51-53). They knew Jesus wasn’t leaving! They trusted Jesus’ promise; He would be with
them always. And they knew where to find Him! In the temple, where the Word of God was preached! What great
joy!
The same great news is for you, too. You want to see Jesus? Be at Church. You want to hear Jesus? Be at
Church! For here, as Jesus said, “repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all
nations” (Lk 24:47). And so they are. Christ is still risen! Christ is ascended! Because Jesus lives and Jesus
ascended, so, too, through repentance and faith for the forgiveness of sins we shall live and we shall ascend to be
with Christ for eternity! Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! Christ is ascended! He is ascended, indeed!
Alleluia! Amen!

