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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. We hear these words again from
the Gospel reading, Luke 7:12, “As [Jesus] drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died
was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd from the
town was with her.” So far the Word of the Lord.
Today’s Gospel reading is a funeral. This was not merely a memorial service and certainly not a
“celebration of life”. The Christian should avoid speaking this way about death. Death is always sad and tragic.
Death is not the way things are supposed to be. It doesn’t matter if it was the only-begotten son of a woman in
Nain, or one hundred year old Grandma Schmidt. The truth remains as the Apostle Paul writes, “the wages of sin
is death” (Rom 6:23).
Pagans try to make light of death in part because they don’t believe in sin or its consequences. The ancients
would burn the bodies of the deceased celebrating that the soul had been liberated from its fleshly cage. The
Christian buries the body confessing to the world that this body will rise again to new life. For the Christian, the
funeral is the deceased’s last and everlasting confession to the world. When we lay a body into the earth, we
confess the judgment God pronounced to Adam in Genesis 3:19, “By the sweat of your face you shall eat
bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall
return.”
Christianity maintains the burial of departed saints because just as we confess that God creates life when
and where it pleases Him, so also we confess God takes life according to His will. Just as we leave it to God to
provide life through natural conception, so also we leave it to God to decompose the body according to natural
processes. While there are a few exceptions to both these rules, such as getting medical help for fertility to get
hormone levels adjusted, or cremating a body in the case of infectious disease or true space limitations, the general
rule is that as Christians, we trust in the Lord that, like we sang in the Office Hymn, “The will of God is always
best.”
The mere memorial service or the mask of a “celebration of life” covers up the pains that the words funeral
and Christian burial causes. First, we should let the pain of death have its way with us. It’s not only seeing the
casket of a beloved family member or friend that causes us such sadness. Coping with the reality that we will
never see them again on this side of Judgment Day hurts a lot. Recalling old memories while dealing with the
actuality that we will not make new ones is hard. These are all symptoms of the greater trouble. The widow in the
Old Testament reading said more in a single sentence than a whole sermon on this topic could. When her son
became ill and died, she said to Elijah, “You have come to bring my sin to remembrance” (1 Kgs 17:18).
The greater theological issue is that when we see death it causes our sins to be brought to remembrance.
When we look at a casket, we are reminded of our own mortality. We are reminded that because of sin, there is a
100% death rate. Again, “the wages of sin is death.” A funeral reminds us in a very real and present way that
there will be one of those for us someday unless Christ comes again first.
I want to take a few moments to encourage you all to think about your own funeral plans. Remember, it
will be your lasting testament to the world. If you haven’t made your funeral wishes known to your Church yet,
do so. Don’t delay. If you’d like a PDF copy of Zion’s funeral form, contact the Church Office and get one. But
don’t leave it at that. Make your wishes clear and known to your family or children or those who will be
responsible for your burial after you die. You may even want to put it into your will. Don’t take this lightly. I
have had several funerals in my 8 short years of being a pastor where the family did not give the deceased the
Christian funeral they wanted. This is tragic. Despite the clear wishes of the departed saint to have a Church
funeral, for example, they didn’t get one.
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I realize this is more of a Bible Study sermon than what you’re used to, but learning about funerals is
important. Hear a few words on cremation. Aside from the fact that in the Bible there is never a single instance
of cremation that is blessed by God, whenever there is a burning of a body it is instead because of God’s judgment.
Think about those who weren’t buried in the Bible. Think of Jezebel in 1 and 2 Kings. Jezebel conspired to have
innocent Naboth stoned because he wouldn’t sell his vineyard to her husband, King Ahab. Because Jezebel did
this, the Lord pronounced this judgment in 1 Kings 21:23, “The dogs shall eat Jezebel within the walls of
Jezreel.” Fast forward to 2 Kings 9:35-37 after she had been thrown out a window to her death, “But when they
went to bury her, they found no more of her than the skull and the feet and the palms of her hands. 36 When
they came back and told him (that is, Jehu), he said, "This is the word of the LORD, which he spoke by his
servant Elijah the Tishbite: 'In the territory of Jezreel the dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel, 37 and the
corpse of Jezebel shall be as dung on the face of the field in the territory of Jezreel, so that no one can say,
This is Jezebel.’” Notice that they intended to bury her as was proper even though she was a wicked person, but
God’s judgment was so severe that dogs consumed her entirety wiping her and her memory off the face of the
earth.
Jezebel may not have been cremated, but do you remember what happened to Achan and his sons? After
Jericho fell, Achan stole some of the things devoted for destruction (Jo 7:11). The punishment for this
transgression was as recorded in Joshua 7:25, “They burned them with fire and stoned them with stones.”
Fire and burning are signs of judgment. In Matthew 13, Jesus explains the parable of the weeds saying, “The
Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all lawbreakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth” (vv. 41-42). Fire and burning are theological expressions of God’s judgment. We don’t want to confess
anything close to this for a beloved Christian who dies in the faith!
Now, does the Bible say it’s a sin to be cremated? No, I’m not suggesting that. We should never make
laws where God has not made any. But the Bible is clear that a funeral and burial best confesses the sure hope the
Christian has in God’s forgiveness of sins and His promise to raise the body in the resurrection. It’s also interesting
to know that the first cremation in this country didn’t take place until 1876. And that person was outspokingly
anti-Christian, stating in his funeral wishes that no priest or clergymen officiate it. My point here is, don’t think
that cremation was introduced by anything remotely Christian. It’s been part of our culture for so long now that
most people haven’t even thought twice about it. My point today is to at least get you thinking about it.
I realize some of you may have already gone through with a cremation of a loved one. Don’t despair.
Again, I’m not saying it is a sin. I’m saying moving forward there is a better way to treat our temples of the Holy
Spirit to glorify God and His promises post-mortem (1 Cor 6:19). No matter what, though, I’d encourage you not
to keep Grandma Schmidt’s ashes on the mantle or throw her remains in her favorite lake. Bury them in a
cemetery. Do you know where the word cemetery comes from? A Greek word meaning “dormitory”, that is, a
place of sleep. Cemeteries are dorm rooms for the dead. The Christian confesses that death is but a sleep. 1
Corinthians 15:51, “Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.” V. 53,
“For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.”
The body – your body – will be raised. Cemeteries, then, aren’t scary places, but places of true comfort and hope!
As our country moves farther and farther away from Christianity, you can confess to the world that Christ will
call your body out of your grave, just as He did with Lazarus, and just as He did with the young man in our Gospel
reading from Luke 7 today!
And that’s exactly what we celebrate on this 16th Sunday after Trinity. Today is like the Easter Sunday of
the Trinity Season. After Jesus had compassion on the mother, He told her to stop weeping (Lk 7:13). There
would be a time to weep, but today was not it. That day in the town of Nain was going to be a day of joy. Jesus’
next words after touching the bier were, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” And the dead one sat up and began
to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother (Lk 7:15).
Now, you’d think the joy would be immediate, but the next thing the text says is, “Fear seized them all”
(Lk 7:16). Why fear? Because the omnipotence and presence of God always espouses fear. God’s presence always
reminds us how small we are in relation to His almightiness. But the fear factor wasn’t the only thing in that
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sentence in Luke 7:16. We, too, after our brains caught up with our eyes and ears would glorify God saying, “God
has visited His people!”
Good News: we don’t have to wait til the Last Day. God visits His people every time two or more are
gathered in His name (Mt 18:20). God visits you, His people, in Word and Sacrament. Yes, the culmination of it
all will take place on the Last Day. Those of us in the grave, Christ will call us by name! And our physical bodies
will rise up to eternal life with Christ Jesus in heaven! But you don’t have to wait til then to have the joy of
salvation. By faith, it is yours now. Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! Amen.

